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Ste "Fetarsbante Floride 


Theva Setlows the rapurt of the FEL Liborate on the exe 
tion of evidence Scontved Stem goo? dapar teats . “s ail 


This examination has been made with the undevevacdine that the ‘evidence is .cone 

nected with an official ‘investigation of a criminal matter and that the Laboratory report . 
will be used for official purposes only, related to the investigation of a subsequent er imi 
sal prosecution. Authorization cannot be granted for the use of the Laboratory report in 


‘connection with a civil’ proceeding. ‘i 


‘Re: John Edgar Hoover, D trector 
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RESULTS OF BXAMINATION: 


An examination of, specimens(Q1l through cul)ohomed the presence 
of no oxidizing chemicals, ‘petroleum. hydrocartons other volatile fluids 
commonly used as accelerants, or any chemical substances used to initiate 
er accelerate combustion. The greasy sgbstance which saturated several 

of these specimens{ such as Q21 and Q23,) was fomd to be human fat. The 
absence of any tracés of volatile inflammable fluids does not preclude, 

of course, the possibility that such fluids were used in destroying the 
body of the deceased. Because of their very nature, gasoline, ether, and 
similer inflammable fluids are consumed ordinarily in the early stages of 
a fire. Where there has been almost complete combustion, as in this casey 
it would be most unlikely to find such fluids even se they had been 
present at the beginning of the fire. 


4s regards the destruction of” the cannes tg ee which eccurred 
in this case it is entirely possible that the body was consumed to the exe 
tent shown in the photographs and as indicated by the bone fragnents and 
other debris without the aid of any such material as gasoline. It is not 
generally realised the extent to which the human body can. burn once it be~ 
comes ignited. While such cages are not common, there are en record numerous 
instances of bodies burning with almost complete destruction. It was formerly 
believed that such cases arose from spontaneous combustion or the burning was 
sonetines attributed to preternatural causes, There is, havever, absolutely 
ne evidence from any of the cases on reterd to show that burning of this 
nature occurs other than when the. body is ignited by some external means, 
The umsual aspects of such cases of burning have been heightened by the* — 
fact that in many instances little damage from burning occurred in the 
room or area directly surmounding the victims As in this case, the remains 
of the victim were found reclining in the wreckage of a chair, sofa, bed 
or in one instance sitting on a stairways In the last-named case the vice 
tim was a woman sho had been clad in rather voluminous garments. Not a 
vestige of clothing was found. Sees nae 3 in that case although no extonsive 
Gamage was dene to the stairs, 


As indicated above, these cases are explained by the ‘fact that. 
the body becomes ignited from some outside cause such as buming clothing, 
a burning mattress, chair or other means. Onee the. body starts ta burn 
there is enough fat and other inflamaable substances to permit varying 
amounts of destruction to take place. Sometines this destruction by bum~ 
ing will preceed to a degree which results in almost complete combustion 
of the todye 


PAGE 2 (continvett next page) 


In this case, the absence of any scorching or damage to furni~ 
ture in the reom can only be explained by the fact that het liberated by | 
the burning body had a tendency to rise and formed a layer of hot air 
which never came in contact with the furnishings on a lower level. This 
situation would have occurred particularly if the fire had snouldered 
rather than burned freelye ; 

[a Tat 

The distorted pieces of glass in specimen Qh were found to | 
goften in the vicinity of 1000 to 1100 degrees Fahrenheit. . This teaperae 
ture corresponds to a bright red heat. 


All of the objects in specimen 42 are the remains of human teeth 
with the exception of one object which appeared to be an artificial teoth 
or part of a denture. 


The composition of spceimen @3 does not indicate that this 
specimen is from a lead storage battery. A portion of a cigarette | 
lighter was found in specimen Q3 and the remaining metal in thig speci« 
men could also be from a lighter. The melted metal in specimen Q3 
eorresponded in composition to white metals In this connection white 
metal could be used as the case for a hearing aid. No ial of a 
battery were found in specimen Q3. 


The two fragments of burned fabrie composing... specimen Qh were 
found te be of different composition. The larger fragment is made of 
cotton and was woven with a plain weave, The smalier piece is not cotton 
but it was also woven with a plain weave, This piece was so me charred 
‘that the type ef fabric could not be determined, 


There is attached hereto a copy of a communication received 
concerning ‘this e:se. A copy of. our reply te b6 
is also enclosed. b7C 


: Al of the evidence, Ql through QU), and the euriadarlisy except. 
the photographs, are being returned to you under separate cover by railway 
express eollect. The photographs have been retained in the Burean's files, 
In the event you wish to have these photographs returned, please advise 

ug and they will be forwarded te you immediately. The labels from the 
duplicate chair which wore stated to be am enclosure were not received 

with the above-referenced communications 
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Re: irs. MARY HARDY HEESER, Deceased File # 95-41192 —| 
Burned to Death in Apartment Lab. # FO-30584 CC GX Ci 


1200 Cherry Street 


4 ry ———w 
. °L7Z, 2 fe 2, 
Examination requested by: Je R. Reicheft, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Date of reference communication: Let. 77-51. Date comic dae 


Examination requested: Chemical Analyses (General - Biochemical) Miscellaneous 
Micro. Analyses (metallurgical) 


Result of Examination: Examination by: GO 
BIDEZ 


Z S000 ~ 00° f= Ol 
, EHEG ZA by hea Chast 


& iat 6 va Specimens submitted for examination oxaninatién 7 Z 
Valle] 


Ql Glass fragments found. in ashes 

Q2 Six small objects believed to be teeth 
Q3 Metal from near body 

Q4 Fibers believed to be part of nightgowm 
Q5 Particles of bones found in ashes 

Q6 Charred fabric believed to be from chair 
Q7 Cotton material from chair 

Q8 Charred wood — 

Q9 Charred legs from end table 

Q10 Charred fabric from rug 

QlL Unburned. section of rug, heavyjsoaked oe greasy substance 
Q12 Remainder of ashes 

Q13 Shoe from foot not consumed by fire 
Q14 Chair springs 
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; divs. MARY HARDY HEESER, Deceased File # 9541192 nf 
se Burned to Death in Apartment Lab. # PC~30584 CC GX Ci7 


1200 Cherry Streot 


Examination requested by: J* Re Reichert, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Flas 


Date of reference communication: Lite Jo'7e51 Date ela ace 


' ; Chemical Analyses (General = Biochemical) Miscellaneous 
ted: 
Examination requeste lero. son ¢ dca) 
Result of Examination: Examination by: GORMEEY 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Glass fragments found.in ashes 

Six small objects believed to be teeth 

Metal from near body 

Pibers believed to be part of nightgown 

Q5 Particles of bones found in ashes 

Q6 Charred fabric believed to be from chair 

Q7 Cotton material from chair 

Q8 Charred wood 

Charred legs from end table 

Charred fabric from rug ' 
Unburned section of rug, heav#ysoaked with greasy substance 
Remainder of ashes 
Shoe from boot not consumed by fir 

Chair springs 
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de He Reichert, Chie? of fulgee, St. Petersburg, Plas 

Date of reference communication: | Date received: 5 

RRR ON requested: tees aalyore, Gotan swgical) 3. Sarg gee 
COLE 


Result of Examination: mS % . Examination by: io ea 


Specimens submitted for examination é ae hc 
p fsauuente found ta ashes z . | 


‘4 su saath objects believed to te testh | 7) 
@ .. Meta, from near body : 
; Fabave balaeved te be part of adghtgams 


J. R, REICHERT. 


a DEPARTIENT ; _ CASS H, BURGESS 
Chief of Police ” oxty of st. petersburg, Florida, -. Lt. of Detectives 
In Duplicate — a7} V 723 duly 7, 1951 
John Edgar Hoover, Director. ( C ) a Cc 
Federal Bureau of Dacia gakian a ; . . . 
Washington, Ds Ge : (0 Ge ye 
—— — AR FG 
Attention: Laboratory \\ rf 
- ve 


‘Dear Mr Hoover's 
_ 7 a oe Pe zoey 
At 8:07 asme, Monday, July 2, 1951, we received report of a fire in apartment at 


_ 2200 Cherry Street, North East. UES « « MARY HARDY ER was burned to deaths; cause of 
fire is not Imown. See diagram of apartment, attached, 


"s The body of MRS, REESER was partially cremated with the exception of the left 
_ foot which was burned completely in two, about lj. above the ankle, Shoe as had been 
worn on left foot by the deceased was: still intact. The ‘chair in which she had been 
sitting was completely burned away, leaving just the springs, A small end table was 
completely burned with the exception of 2.legs. The carpet was burned in an area of © 
approximately 3 ft. : a 

The apartment showed signs of extreme heat on the ceilings » walls approximately 
") £6. from the floor. -Plastic light switches had melted but floor plugs were. unharmed. 
An electric clock stopped at 4:20 a.m. of 

; pele? © 67 

MRS, REESER is described as wf, 67, - 1706 mon alee 5 

When last seen, at approximately 8 pom. Sunday.night, July 1, 1951, she was wear= 
ing a Van Raalte rayon acetate ita with a stocking weave. Her black rayon house 
coat could not be found. 


Under separate cover, via RATTWAY ERIE we are forwarding the ‘following 
exhibits s : 


Exhibit I Glass Peacnatite found in ashes 

Exhibit II 6 small objects thought to be teeth 
Exhibit Itt Metal from near body 

Exhibit IV Fibers thought to be part of night-gown 
Exhibit VY . Particles of bones found in ashes 


“Exhibit VE Chared fabric thought to be from chair + § 


i 

5 ene ee XNIDLG VIT. .-—Gotton naterial fron chair - eer 

gee nee CORY AND SPECTAUNS RETAINED _DN LAR | +i i 
Exhibit eee ‘ gharred wood FOR in ALTION AND, RESART sent ™ 


Exhibit IX Charred Jeg$ from end table 


Exhibit x Charred fabric from rug . , eo 
Exhibit x Unburned séction of rug, heavily soaked with greusy subsvaide =. & 


Exhibit X1r Rest of ashes ts | 
- Exhibit XTIT Shoe from foot not consumed by a . 411 3 a ia 
Bxnibit XV on springs - SE-2 8 ip | ee ao 


ay . ae ‘ . 
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Page 2 = To:. John Edgar Hoover, FBI 
Subj: MRS, MARY HARDY REESER =:Burned to Death in Mysterious Fire 


Examination requested: , 
1. «© Examine glass in Exhibit I to determine if any of the glass is 

_ part of bottle or container that might have contained a sub~ 

stance that would cause fire to burn with such intense heat. 


Determine heat necessary to soften glass to cause it to assume , 
- shapes » 


ra 20. Examine small objects in Exhibit It to see if they are human 
' teeth, If so, rhat heat would be necessary to detroy then ha 
their present conditions 


30 Examine metal in Exhibit ITI to see if it is lead, such as 
: might be in a Hearing Aid or if from a lead acid container, 


ik. Examine fibers in Exhibit W to see if they are from night-gom, 
etc. Night-gown is supposed.to be: cin acetate combination. 


be Examine: particles of bone in Exhibit V to ascertain the 
: presence of any foreign substance that might have eer used te 


start fire and maintain heat, 
6. Examine articles in Exhibits VI, VII, VIII, Ix, and % also 
a XII and X1Y, for presence of any acid, or other substances that . 
; ony have been used: to start a fire or used to maintain SORE 
hea vo ; 


“Te Examine section of rug, Exhibit XI, and shoe, Exhibit XIII, to 
-“ ascertain greasy substance which saturates Sales 


Be Any other test that might explain. the almost complete destruction 
of a human body, — 


We also request any information or theories that could ne how a human 
body could be so destroyed and the fire confined to such a small area and so little 
damage done to the structure of the building and the furniture in the room not even 
scorched or damaged by smoke» , 

Photographs . encloseds 


‘Labels from@thabf*sclosed in which remains of MRS, REESER found, 


This evidence has not been examined by any other Examiner, nor will it be, 


7 


: Yours very truly, 


oy. 


tee ) 9% 
f 


3. REICHERT. roo meas _ GABE He i, BURGESS 
Ghief of Police .” eaty of Bt. Potsraburg, Florine te of "Detectives 


pipmlists ae gg 75 295 


HONE 
dotn Edgar Hoover, Director . = 109 (95 
Federal Burean. of Investigation | ; 
Washington, De Go . 2 4 ; an Cys 
é c oe bL - Ww 
| a H ©.” %, x 
Attention: Laboratory -. iy 4 Y ; 
. " . ae 4 . 
bear ale Hoover's | 7 508 : 
, | ie 4 0 a 
at 8907 Boley Monday, swy 2, 1951, wo wo received report of a fire in apartment at 
. 2200 Chexry Street, Horth Bast. ERS, WARY HARDY REESER was burned te ia gauge of 
fire is not inowm. See diagram of mpacinienk,’ attached. 3 
The bedy ef HRS, REESER partially cremated sith 4 the exeoptiion of the left 


fighaasioee eek einai en about 4° above the ankle. Shioe as bad been 
worn on Reft Zoot by the deceased was ati ntact, The chair in which she hed been 
sitting was coupletely burned away, leaving just the springs. A small end table was 
completely a the exception of 2 ane isl a ae buried in an area sf 
approkimately 3 ft 


. The apartment’ showed pigne of extrene heat on ‘the catlings , walls sppreciinntely 
hh ft. from the fleor, Plastio light switches hed malted but floor plugs wore unharmed. 
An electric clock stopped at b:20 ams 
‘URS, BRESER ds deseribed as wf, 6% 5875 170f. 
When last seen, at approximately § pom. Sunday night, July i 19, ehe wae weare 
ing a Van Raalte rayon acetate night~gown with a stecking Woaves Her minek rayon house 
coat conkd not be founde 


- Under separate cover, via | RATENAY BEFHRAS » we are. © forwarding the foxtoning 
exhibites 


G Bamana i Gass fregnente found in ashes 
QQ Buhibit rz 6 omall objects thought to be teeth 


«4 


Q ghibit zxr Metal from near body 

Q Exhibit IV Fibers thought to be part of night-gown 
GQ SEMBLE — Particles of bones found in ashes 

Q Exubit Wr Charred fabric thought to be from chair | 

GQ Smhiust Vix Gotten material fron chai mo tt 
Q 


Exbibit ViIZ Charred wood © . 

Exhibit tg © Charred legs from or" * “10 
X< me Su wegeawts acum py any ss 
G2 Exhibit x Unburnéd section of TUBy heavily, euaked with 5. abe 
Q pounit XIX Rest of ashes eet gl | 


Exhibit XIII | Shoe from foot not consuned a by fire - 


Ee Beublt AV ‘Ghatr springs 


JV oe : — | ANE) ‘3 
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PD, St, Poteraburg, Fe, duly 7 
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109796 


3 Examination requesteds 


le 


Beamine glass in Bxhitit 1 to determine 4f any of the elasd is 
part of bottle or container that might have contained a sub- 
atance that would cause fire to burn with auch intense heats 
Determine heat. necessary to soften glass ue cause it to aseune 
shapes 


Rxamine small = in Exhibit ‘Tr to sec. af thay ere human 
teath. If so, that heat would be nategsary to debroy then to 
their present conditions 


Examine metal in Exibit 101 to see if at ia lead, such as 


might be in a Hearing Aid or if from a Jead acid container, 


Examing fibers in Extubit IV to see if they are fron night-goun, 
ete, Nightgoun is supposed to be rayon acetate combination, 


Famine particles of bone in Exhibit V to ascertain the 
presence of any foreign substance that honky have. been used ta 
start fire and maintain: heate 


" Beomine artdeles in ixhibite VI, VIX, VIII, IK, and X;. also 


XIX and XV, for presence of any acid, or other aubstances that 
might have been used to start a fire ox- a to maintain intense. 


oA heate 


We algo request any. information or. theories that could explain. bow. a —_ | 


body sould be 


Examine section of. rug, Exhibit XX, - -and shoo, Exhabst ¥IT1, te 
ascertain greasy substance which saturates game. 


‘bny other test that might explain ths almost complete ¢ deotruction 


of a human body. . 


ao destroyed and the fire confined to sueh a email area atid so little 


damage dene to the structure of the building and hes furniture in the room. not iin 
anetrnen. er damaged by amokes. 


Photographs enssanns 


‘Labels 


svon/anad hake “enclosed in which renbtne of URS, RERSER eahidy 


Phis evidence has not been examined by any ae Examiner, nor will it bee 


nolee 


‘Yours very truly, 


"Raaes a 


eke 


ep 
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REPEL eee 


duly 16, 1951 


, a 


farris Calorifie bales Coupany 
1620 Limiood 
iehona, City 6, Olahona 


DearL__ 


Thank you for your letter of July 7, 1951, in 


which you suggested consideration of the possibility 
that an oxy-acetylene torch may have been used in the 
cvcnation of a wotlan in St. Petersbury. Florida. 


Tho Fedoral Bureau of Investization does not 
have jurisdiction over this ratter3; howevor, I an taki 


the Liborty of forwarding a copy of your lettor to tho 
authorities in St. Petersburg for their infornction. 


I want you to know of ny appreciation for the 


130 8 A 
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thoucht which pronpted you to furnish this infornation. 


Sincoroly yours, 


John Edroxr Hoover 
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Cremation of Woman in Chair 
Has Police in Florida Baffle 


Ss PETERSBURG, Fla,, July 5— the entense heat which consumed 
(®)—Polfce are frankly and fully tite body, Py 
frustrated by the cremation of a 67- While such a flercé flame was de~ | 
year-old clubwoman, both as to-the stroylng the body only a small area 
cause of her death and the amazing of the rug was burned and many 
body destruction that followed it. nearby objects weren’t scorched, 
Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser was al- Some electric Hght switches were 
most completely crettiatéd'Ih the liv- melted yet lower wall outlets were 
Ingroom of her apartment early this fn working order. The doorknob 
week but the room was only slight- was 0 hot that when the apart- 
ly burned although morticians Say ment owner discovered the tragedy 
flames.of 1,500 to 2,000 degrees must Monday morning she had to sum- 
a appHed for hours to cremate a mon workmen to open the door. 
dy. 


There was a faint soot discoloration 
Because of the obvious Intensity 


on upper walls, lower portions were 
of the heat, police virtually have unmarked. 


abandoned sulcide and accident One chemical combination under 
mutder ana nave no discied incore_SH¥Etgallon ay the posible Soca 
to the method used If It was . of destruction fs a formula of ether 
“a ying. Nor, if death was natural, 2%4 alcohol. A panel of physicians 
has anyone come forward with a He chats antec os aed found 
Teenie | explanation is a mney sf Z we Y the Ag gh 
When police entered the apart- other residue from the small flame 
ment Monday morning, all that re- rea have been sent to the FBI 
mained of the 170-pound woman Washington laboratory. 
was her charred skull, shrunken to Mrs. Reeser’s_ remains will be 
the size of a teacup, a section of buried Friday in Chestnut Hill ceme~ 
backbone and part of a left foot, tery, Mechanfcsburg, Pa. 
still encased In a suede shoe. The : 
| eas Were removed in a small 
OX. 

No traces of gasol{ne or other fuel 
or chemical have been found. 

A theory that Mrs, Reeser might 
have been asleep in a cotton-stuffed 
chafr and accidentally set fire to the 
chair was eliminated , because such 


a blaze could not have produced 
nna OTC 


EventlsHeld 


Lamb-Freeman At Lake Texoma: 


Ceremony held ) t Lake Texoma recently w 


OLEMNIZED Saturday at 8p. m.|Mr- and Mrs. Paul X. Johnston, 

S In the Erase deals wae me NW 15, and their son, Paul Ross Jo! 
Ston. Their guests were Miss Migr 

Russell, Miss Janice Jones and . 
Warmer, all of Kansas City, Mo. 

Paul Ross Johnston and Mr. W 
ner are classmates at Pembroke Co 
try Day, Kansas City. The visitors 
turned to their homes during 
weekend, 


wedding of Miss Ramona Adeline 
Freeman and Richard Charles Lamb, 
The bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Freeman, 3204 NW 29, 
and the bridegroom’s parents are Mr. 
and Mrs, Frank Webb, Celina, Ohto. 

Rev. Finley W. Tinnin jr., pastor, 
read a sows 380 oe OUBle 
: Mrs. Bruce Govett, Sulphur, a cou- 
: sin of the bride, organist, played a Square Dance Slated 
program of ‘nuptial music and-accom-| sooner Star Square Dance club + 
; Panled Marwood McClelland vocalist. fnold its regular meeting at $:30 p. 
Saturday in Knights of Colum 
Gear he deka ad hall. Host couple will be Mr. and 
~ of white satin. Hlusion was caught at ane Shirley, 4 cose AW oe : 


intervals by small white satin rosebuds 
and outlined the low neckline. White 


slik net formed the yoke and the full 
skirt extended into a cathedral train. 
“NEW! LOTION-GENi 
’ to.stop odor, cl 


Her fingertip-length veil of illusion 
was attached to a satin tlara covered 
? with seed pearls. She carried a white 
Bible topped with pink rosebuds and 
white carnations, 

Miss Jane Webb, Celina, a sister of 
e j the bridegroom, was maid of honor. 
*$ Bri e were Miss -Bettv Coulter 


at August JO, 1961 
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ar “eteesive Liewloncat Caos TT, surgess 
: 20lsee Depcrtient 

£005 OFftee Doz 146 

ot, letersburgs, Florida 


“y Gear Lioutenant: 


= hove received your very thoughntful 
letter of August 84, 19381, in the case tnvoeluing 
the death of Mra. Mary Hardy Reeser. 


You may be cure that it was a Pesrere 
for our representatives in the fPteld and tn our :} 
Loboretery to be of cervice to you. FPiecse be 
acoured that whenever we can be of further aid, ve 
wtll be qlad to have you call upon us. 


. Stncerely yourss 
| 3o Tagar Yoovo? 


x 


5 . ead é 
ec - Philadelphia Sy 
ae 
cco - Miami “ad * 
Re - “x 
NOTE: The case mentioned by Mr. Burgess ts set Xpreh. in. 
Bufile 95-41192. 3 = oS Se & 
. tolsen Fy oo a 
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av —— id ZH arg 
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Segre ve COMM FST |)” ‘. he 
i. an %& - die 
Yes Rood 
ri AUG 3 1 1951 et 
£ —_ 
wiles MAILED 20 ae 


Se Oty of St. Petersburg, @ ida ‘G 


“THE SUNSHINE CITY” 


COUNCIL-MANAGER GOVERNMENT 
J. R. REICHERT 


CHIEF OF POLICE 


DIVISION OF POLICE 


P. O. BOX 146 Cc. H. Burcess 
: LIEUTENANT OF DETECTIVES 
- 


August 2th, 1951 
Je Edgar Hoover, Director 


Federal Bureai of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


ev 


“\.. Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I am taking this opportunity, on the part of our 
entire Department, to thank you, your Laboratory and special 
agents in Philadelphia and those in St. Petersburg, for the 
valuable assistance rendere our cremation case involving 
the death of MRS. MARY REESERe 


i ae ae 


This Department is very grateful for this service and 
if we.can ever be of any assistance, at any time, do not hesi- 
tate to,.call upon use 


Yours very truly, 


: 4 
oe Hee Kfar ger 
: Cass H.\ Burgess, Lt. of Detectives 4 
| )\ ; os Ch 


Ye. sa 
9 ss REGOKy, 


e X Ce: Special Agent in cnaretley a (224 / rE ‘i 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


Y) ri 
Special Agent in Charge 
Miami, Florida EX. - i 


we ify 15, 1952 
a | s t ‘ wll = : <¢ | 
\s\ Ure Joseply/ Corona dee 
oes Fdttor Ggi\k* 


“rue Cases 
+ .67 Fest 44th Street 
-© ew Yor’ 18, New York 


ae Deer Mr. Coronas 
ee Zhanis you for your letter of May &, 
1952, with enclosure. 
& vas tnde L Ls to 
send ne the letter of concern= BS 
ing the crenation dea 3- ary eeser, bye 


and I sincerely auarepiate the-éoursosy and interest 
which prompted you to do s0-« 


Sincerely yours, 
Jo Edgar Hoover 


NOTE; The Laboratory has advised that enclosed letter 
is @ purely al analysis of the death of Mrs. 


Reeser. 
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May 8, 1952 


D, to 
ney Hmeby KEESE re 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director | i 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 


Washington, D.C, ; Te p/ q_| 1 


Dear Mr. Hoover: q of 


Although I realize that your au has rendered an opinion on the 
cremation death of Mrs. Mary iWvoser of St. Petersburg, Florida, I 
thought you might be interested in reading the enclosed letter from 
Se 


The first two pages of the letter contained references to the current 4a 
issue of TRUE POLICE CASES, and had no bearing on the Reeser case, 


I hope that my fovarding[__] etter will in no way be an im- 
, 9 position on you and your Bureau, j 
fi. 
, Si 
in / incerely, 
bss Oke 
Joséph Ae ¢H4___, 


Editor YJ 


ee 
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* Before 1&:. California, I received a i letter from is bs 
author of the story a out cremation of Mrs. Reeser in wis 

Florida. He went into detail concerning the matter. I was much pleased 
that you end_______—_—s«dwWifeltt that any suygestion of mine merited consider- 
ation because I do wish I could be helpful a out finding the person who 

rned her. As you probably have as much information , (not in mags), as 

sent me, I will not tell you about that but I will outline for 

you my reply to him, which went out yesterday. 


Nothing in the magazine story nor in the letter of [___]changed 
my mind in the least . I firmly believe she was murdered. JI believe I know 
why and by whom but, as in many cases in court, not enough evidence is pre- 
sented at this time and I fear much was destroyed by people who kept 
saying, "Well, I never heard of anything like it", and, goggle-eyed, let 
evidence get away from them. 


It is my contention that the murderer executed a well and long 
planned crime but the very fact that he, or she, felt so secure, was the 
very fact that makes me believe a slip was made which could have been dis- 
covered in the beginning. 


Because I believe you are as sincerely interested as I am, I will 
discuss it a bit with you. After all, you do not have to read this lengthy 
epistle all at once. You can take it, leave it or take it in small doses. 


From the beginning, there were some small discrepancies which could 
not keZ explained easily. of course, I am working considerably in the dcrk 
because of lack of very smell details. Hy contention is that, in a murder 
case, there is nothing too small and insignificant to be noticed. I doubt 
if such a mind applied itself right <t the beginning so much was probably 
lost. 

Now, if the FBI stated thet she burned to death by a cigarette ig- 
niting her rayong robe, then I will have lost confidence in the FBI and 
its infallibility. If you will recall having read of people burning to 
death in their homes - the fire would burn fiercely for a long time but 
when finelly put out, a good portion of the torso of each victim would be 
practically intact. Also, such burnings had APPLIED heat to consume what- 
ever portions of such bodies as were left. In other words, when the ap- 
plied heat was stopped, the bodies did not‘continue to burn. I believe it 
is not possible for Mrs. Reeser to have been fat enough to burn and leave 
no more of herself than was left. Try firing a piece of suet, all fat, plus 
some lean. The suet will burn but not with enough generation of heat to 
consume the lean. a : 

A woman who worked at crematorium states that bodies are continually 
sprayed with oil to keep them burning with heat enough to consume. Every- 
thing points to fact that APPLIED heat was put on Mrs. Reeser IF - 

‘ Now right there I always stuck. JI am informed that a foot was ‘ 
unconsumed. I have not seen that so do not know what it looked like but I 
know what appearance it should have hed. I am told there was a piece of 
liver, some spinal columnbones and a thigh bone and a shrunken skull found. 


Was any test made.of foot to discover condition - whether from 
Mrs. Reeser - whether enbalmed foot - whether from drugged body ~ etc., etc.? 
I venture no such examinations were ever made and they might have told much. 


mLiver ~ was any test made to discover whether or not it was from a 
human? If so, it should have disclosed something concerning the person it 
was taken from. 


TF 5-3 4] fF w= i 
ps - -. & ad > ae 
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= "fhe thigh ©: and the spinal column nora on have disclosed some 
information.” They were excellent material for disclosing height and 
probable weight of person from whom they were taken. Also condition of 
health, etc. Might even have told how long person from whom they came 
had been deceased. ‘ 


ba 


. And now we come to something I consider very odd. I have read of 
the shrunken skulls meade by natives of another country. I read that they 
carefully remove skin, (which is thick) from the head bones-and fill said 
head skin with hot sand in order to shrink same. I do not understand how 
a human head could be shrunken with the bones inside of it. Also, a head 
would be a mine of information. The features could be brought to normal, 
almost, and the teeth should disclose something. It was not stated whether 
Mrs. Reeser had false teeth or not or whether, if so, she had them in her 
mouth or they were found in the apartment in bathroom or elsewhere. IF 
false teeth were in that skull, they would tell a story; if there were no 
false teeth, they would also tell a story. Even if skull and features were 
distorted, they would still give out information. What was done about them? 


And so we come to what has been my main thought? Why was there not ‘ 
enough odor about that apartment to attract attention of firemen when ‘ 
they went in to put out fire? My information states that they did not 
know anyone had burned until a fireman's foot slipped in something on 
the floor, Now, if you had ever been a housewife, you would KNOW that 
just a very small roast or stew of meat when burned scents the house until 
just a few hours will not entirely dispense with the odor of burned flesh. 
It is very penetrating and remains clinging to furnishings. Firemen 
should certainly have noticed such especially since they are supposed to be 
experts in the fire line and also because the fire was not great enough 
or fieree enough to distract their attention beyond normal. To not notice 
such an odor and oniy to discover a thing because one slipped in something 
on the floor and saw a human foot was such a strange thing, it kept me 
wondering and then the obvious hit me, : 


The probable reason no one noticed odor of burning flesh was because 
Mrs. Reeser was NOT BURNED! Only-a small piece of hiver and the top part 
of foot was scorched to give credence to what someone wanted people to 
believe. ° F; 


I am forced to believe, from meager facts at hand, that Mrs. Reeser 

did take two regular sleeping pills which made her groggy. While in that 
condition, someone in whom she had confidence, came and asked her to go 
somewhere, or something like that, and she left. I believe this must have 
been under her own power because she was crippled and very heavy and would 
have been too much to handle if already dead, therefore she was alive but 
groggy from effects of sleeping tablets when she left under her own power. 
I believe that one who took her away, either supplied a foot resembling 
hers, or, after her death, cut off one of her feet, maybe because of 
certain deformity which could not be faked, her. own foot had to be used 
to help establish identity. I believe part of spinal column and thigh 
bone and skull were put with foot and a piece of liver and THEN the fire 
was set to chair. Then and in that event, the fire would probably not La 
take more than thirty. minutes, if an attachment could be made to gas , 
which was available, or even less if acetylene torch was used. It had 
to be an APPLIED and CONTROLLED fire in order to accomplish certain 
definite things but, after those things were accomplished, it could have 
been that other things planned were not accomplished. However, the above 
will explain why there was no more odor and why there was no more fire. 
There had to be certain things for identification of apparent victim and 
certainly it was not intended that the property burn down and make identi- 

: fication impossible. JI have two theories but not enough information to 
work either of them out and fit the pieces exactly. 


alone and JUST WHEN; someone who could gain access to her without suspicion 
of anyone; someone in whom she had utmost confidence; someone who either 
gave her something other than sleeping pills so she would be dead when 
burned or someone who had access to props, (skull, etc.) and who used such 
to fool people into believing she burned herself todéath. It had to be 
someone who would profit by her death in some manner - either financially 
or emotionally. Elderly people can be very possessive .and usurp time and 
attention, etc. and no way for people to do much about it. 


I am informed she always took dinner at her son's a certain day. 
Now that might prove to be very annoying. To have even tie dearest and 
nearest ALWAYS tying down that certain time each week, etc. No matter if 
she was asked, that might be form and not sincere desire for her company. 
Also, same as in divorce, families have, on each side, a story they tell 
to the world and act out BUT, in the final analysis, as in divorce, some- 
where between those stories lies the REAL story and it is not the same as 
either side's published story although it may have facts from each in the 
REAL story but such real stories seldom reach the outside world but are 
bottled up in the emotional self of each individual until the cork pops 
out and one thing or another results. How tightly such things are bottled 
depends on the upbinging of individuals - the tighter the bottling of 
emotions, the more violent the explosion when it comes. 


I believe that Mrs. Reeser might have written letters or a letter 
‘to someone in whom she confided ~ usually each person has at least one 
trusted confidant OUTSIDE of immediate family because, too‘often, emotional 
upsets are family affairs. Such person as recipient would not want to talk 
because of publicity and natural distaste for violating confidence. But it 
is not only possible such written evidence of what might be about to happen 
does exist but very probable, in my opinion. 


The fact that, in the past, she had visited in old home town would 
not necessarily mean she intended to do so this time UNTIL CONDITIONS 
became such’that she felt she MUST get away. Maybe she was afraid. There 
is no one to tell you and maybe no one is capable of: gaining confidence of 
those who may KNOW some little thing ~ like her beginning to tell something 
and then her eyes filling with tears or some other small incident which : 
could be very revealing. I have always studied people - I like them and I 
like the study. I was a doctor (D.C., Ph.c.), for more than twenty years 
and I early discovered that ill people do not always become so because of 
cancer or other trqubles of like nature. No, Mr. Corona, the great majority 
of people are functionally upset, and they are so because of emotional 
upsets which cause them to eat’ incorrectly, sleep too little and so, on 
and on. In order to learn concerning such people so I could truly help 
them be normal, I began reading fact detective stories and have kept it 
up through the years. They have helped me to understand and help people 
all along the way and still function in that capacity. 


Finally, most officers are not trained to cope with such a case 
as that of Mrs. Reeser and such leaves them flabbergasted because they never 
were chosen as officers because of their peculiar mental abilitties to ferret 
out crime and the criminals. Rather , they were chosen politically and for 
brawn. Some of them because enough interested AFTER they became officers to | 
develop their brains along detective lines and so we do have very able 
detectives but they are in the minority. I could tell you of a case here 
which passes belief of a murdered boy. Officers insist he was a suicide by 
hanging but, when found, his body had legs and arms dravn up and stiff in 


that position and there is much, much nore. 
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Poe & Mr. Coroha, I would like to find a magazine devoted to UNSOLVED 
murder and other criminal cases, disappearances, etc. People like. to 
discuss mysteries. If not a whole magazine, then at least one story in 
each issue of some magazine. When such a one does disappear and a maga~ 
zine or newspaper plays it up, people discuss it for a long time after- 
wards and weeks and months afterwards, you can refer to it and people 
will say, "oh, yes, I remember that", and go on to recall facts. Much 
good might come of*such. 


I saw a picture in INSIDE DETECTIVE of the Reeser scene of cremation. 
The chair springs were there and other odds and ends. I was much impressed 
; by the fact that Mrs. Reeser disappeared so completely and that picture 
| seemed to show that things more readily combustible than a human body 
REMAINED UNBURNED. I do like two plus two to equal four, always. I can 
believe that the murderer set the scene so people would believe what was 
intended for people to believe. Therefore, after studying all the points 
of information I have, I can very readily believe she was not cremated but 
was disposed of outside of and away from that apartment and the stage set 
with props to make believe she sat in that chair and burned to death 
therein. If she would have been taken away and the fire set afterwards 
with props of piece of liver, some bones and A SKULL, that would come 
nearer making four than the statement that she burned in that chair which 
hardly makes sense. 
phon 
Hope I have not bored you and I sincerely hope that something I may 
have written regarding this case will help someone to solve the puzzle. 
Such should have every effort made to solve it because of the after effects 
on criminal minds. 


- I will tty to keep up with your magazine in“tite future and will look 
forward with pleasure to more good stories. 


With best wishes, I am, 


Sincerely, 


Mt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIun . 
FBI LABORATORY © - ‘ 


fo Slur “tos2 
Z . : = | 
j——Director 5635 dh Peeve 7625 j 


Mr. Tolson 5744 ___Mr. Bowles 7601 
5756 _Mr. Conrad 7140 
5640 __Mn. Downing 7621 


b.Routing 7621 | 
ecretary 7625 
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Ausust 22, 1952 


tare de Re Roichort 
ae of Police 
ont Offico Box 146 
Saint Potorab 5 Plorida 
gt ag’ — 
ry dear Chiefs 


I havo rocoived your letter of Aucugt 1h, 1952, 
forwarding tho natorial which we requested in connection with 


tho death of Mrs, Mary Hardy Rocser. 


Your cooncration in furnishing this natorial to 
us rae groatly appreciated. May I assure you of ny desire to 
be of assistane’s to you whenever possible in matters of mutual 


intorest,. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Ldvar Noover 
Director 
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fits of St. Petersburg, Florida =~ 
. adie ieee] Geecaeene 


J. R. REICHERT 
CHIEF OF POLICE 


DIVISION OF POLICE 
P. ©. BOX 146 , Cc. H. BURGESS 


August Lyth 1952 LIEUTENANT OF DETECTIVES 
3 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director / 
Federgl Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. G wa / 


Dear Mr, Hoover: ; Cu 


This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
August 6; relative to the case of MRS. MARY HARDYGREESER, 
deceased, who was burned to death in apartment at 1200 Cherry St., 
N, Be, this City. 


Attached you will find copy_of Special Report of —pe 
the findings of our Detectives[ _]and which is self~ G | R64 
explanatory. ine 


b6 
b7c 


2 copies of the apartment diagram are also attached, 


Also attached is a summary of this case as released 
by me on August 8, 1951, that appeared in our local newspapers, 
stating this was an "accident, until such time as we can prove 
otherwise", 


We have no objections, whatever, to your using 
any and all evidence in your Bureau. a 


Yours very truly, 
Pokies hehe“ 
HO, 
SP eae IIL b 
Y = AUG 19 1952 
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Conpl. #1391) JULY 2, 3, 4, 1952 
RS, MARY HARDY RESSER 

1200 CHERRY ST, NE 

BURNED OQ DEATH 


PREDICATION: Complaint from {1 Fire Station relative to_an explosion and/or fire at above 
address; oriinally answered by LT[” _| patrommn[ ]&[__] complaint filled 
in by L. a” follows: 


MRS. MARY HARDY REESER, 67, was burned to death at above address; apartment 
on ground floor. THD RHODES FUNERAL HOME has body. L— was the Coroner, They have not 
decided what could be the cause of this fire at this time. The electric clock was stopped 
ab 4:20. URS, RSESER'S chair in the S.7. corner of the living room was all burned up but 
the springs, The body was East of the chair on the floor - head South, feet North, Body 
was all burned but the knees to the feet were all right. Black suede shoes were not 
burned. 


INVES TIGATIONs 

Investigation of the premises showed that the apartment was the $.E. apartment 
of the ATLAMANSA APIS., owned by and operated by MRS. PANSY M. CARFENTER, 

€n enterins screcn door to a hallway a left turn is made to get to the door 
of_th be 3 tion. This door was partly open on our arrival and we were informed 
of pat that was the way the door was whon she first discovered the fire. 

The hall between the apt. of MES, REZSER and the other apt. in the wing was 
well smoked up from a distance of about 3 ft. from the floor to the ceiling. The ceiling 
was heavily smoked and the face plate to the switch in the hall was melted out of shape. 
This face plate was approximately 8 ft. from the door to the REESER apartment, 


The entire apartment ceiling was blackened by smoke; drapes in the dining 
area were blackened around the top but were not scorched. 


South window screen in dining area was clogged with soot, 


Folding doors between the dining area and the kitchen were blackened but not 
seprched. 


Face plates on light switches in the apartment were melted; however face 
plates on wall outlets located at about 24 ft. from the floor were not damaged at all. 


Folding doors from living area to dressing room were scorched around top. 

The heater in the living room appeared in good shape and was turned off, 

the bathroom was heavily smoked, altho there was no damage to licht fixtures. 

Two plastic bathing caps hanging behind bathroom door were not damaged, 

There was a heavy burning in the partition between the living area and the 
kitchen, altho papers on the table top water heater, which was against the wall, were not 
scorched. , 

The kitchen equipment, which is ali G.G. FRIGIDAINS, and consisting of a 


Refrigerator, 3 burner stove and table top water heater, are in good shape, and show no 
sign of an electric short. 


Page 2 ~ Special Report re MRS, MARY HARDY REESER: 


None of the furniture left in the apt. shows any fire damage. 


The sheets on the one day bed, which had been made up, are not scorched, and 
have their original life, 


2 Candles that were on buffet in dining area were melted, 
A plastic curtain in the dressing room was in no way damaged by fire, 


Furniture in apt. as follows: 
2 day beds, one of which was made up for a bed; 
A corner table between the 2 beds, on which were a fan, electric clock, which had stopped 
at :20, anda table model radio; 
L straight back ehair 
dining room chairs and a table 
1 Buffet, on which were an Electric Fan and 2 Candlesticks; 
Kitchen equipment (as set forth above). 


In the Dressing Room was: 
1 Chair arid a Chest of Drawers; 
A Mirror over the Chest of Drawers(Mirror was broken). 


Not present in the house at the time of the examination, but which was 
reported as having been present at the time of the fire, were: 


An overstuffed easy chair 
End Table, 
Lanp. 

The chair was destroyed by the fire, with the exception of the springs; 
the end table was destroyed with the exception of 2 small pieces of the legs; the legs 
are the bottom portions of the table and are hardly scorched, 


The lamp was of a wooden standard which was burned off; the lamp shade was 
destroyed, but the lamp bulb would sti11 burn and the hard rubber switch was not damaged. 


Photographs and diagram made of this apt. to show damage and relative 
positions of the furniture, 


INTERVED ED ee er ee @O DISCOVERY OF FIRH: Stated she awakened »6 
after hearing a Wd, such as the shutting of a door, at about 5 a.m., Monday, 7/2, 7° 
She looked around outside, saw nothing of a suspicious nature and started back to bed. 

As she headed into the house she thought she smelled smoke, such as in the 
overheating of an electric motor, so she turned off her electric pump, then went back in 
the house and to bed. 


Later she got up and brought the paper into the honse; at this time she 
thought it odd that MRS. REESER was not up listening to her radio, as was her habit. 


At this time she noticed nothing unusual ahd smelled no smoke. 
She did not pay any attention to the apartment occupied by MRS, RENSER, 
At about 8 a.m. a WESTERN UNION boy came and inquired as to which apt. 


MRS, REESER was in; Se the telegram and went over to the apt. , as she 
also wanted to take over the newspaper. 


é 


Page 3 =~ Special Report re MRS. MARY HARDY REESER: 


On arriving at the screen door she felt the door and as it was hot she 
called to the boy that something was wrong and for him to come and help her. The screen 


door was unlocked at this time. 
The boy kept on walking to the Street so she called to some painters who 


were working across the Street; ‘they came over and went into the apt. as she called the 
Fire Dept. and DR. REESER. 


ioc 


When asked about the door being opened, she stated that usualy the door 
to the apt, was open but the screen door was locked. 


INTSRVIEY OF FIRST PERSON TO LOOK INTO : 
tat ton hearing all for help, he, in company of 
ran across the streev to help her out, 
She told them that there was a woman in the apt. Lex aur ltooxed in at the 


the door and seaing no one lying on the bed, backed out and asked 

to call the Fire Dept. He did not enter the apt. He further stated the 
ed ha € appearance of having been slept in. 

INTERVIEY as stated he entered the room after Leesan tome ins he 

passed thru the entire house before seeing the remains of the dé eq on his way back 

out, 


Stated when he entered the apt. there was very Little flame, but quite a 
bit of smoke. 


In the hottest part of the fire he saw the springs from the chair and part 


of the lamp. 

There were a few flames licking up thru the springs of the chair. 

All he could see of the body was the lower part of one leg and a black satin 
shoe. 


He noticed that the bed clothes of one of the beds was turned doyn and 
appeared as if someone had slept on it. 


The ceiling light was on in the dressing room and he tried tp turn it off, 
but the face plate on the switch was melted and he was afraid to touch it, 


All that remained of the fire was a red smoldering mass. 
These men both stated the heat was not what might be called INTENSE. 


INTERVIEW OF ASST. FIRE CHIEF (S. 0. GRIFFITH); on his arrival at scene there was a very 
small amount of smoke coming out of the screen door, which would hardiy be noticed by an 
average person with no fire training, ‘The inside was filled with smoke and he entered to 
open windows to allow the smoke to dissapate. ‘The heat was not too intense and there 

was very little visible fire, 


The fire was put out by a hand pump. 


At the time he entered he did not see any of the body and it was not until 
he was on his way out that he saw the leg. , 


b7Cc 
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Page )) ~ Special Report of MRS, MARY HARDY REESER: 


tumRview d___———S&RELATTVE To THB ACTIONS OF URS. REISER: Mrs. Regser rented 6 
the apt. the last day of May; she was a very congenial person amd was considered an b7c 
excellent tenant. MRS, FSESER'S day scemed to revolve around her son, DR, RICHARD NEESER, 


PRS. REESER'S usval day wag composed of cetting up rather early in the 
morning, wsvally before 6 a.m. and listening to the radio, washing her under-clothes, etc. 


She would cat a hearty breakfast around 7-8 a.m. and wait until her son 
cane over for his morning cup of coffee abovt 10 a.m. She would then leave to go down 
town to do her son's banking. She would come back home about ) p.m., lie down and rest 
until dinner time, which she had at the Doctor's house. She would return hone about 
8 pem, lie down with the lights out, listening te the radio, until she was ready to 
retire. . 


She was in the habit of taking some Seconal tablets before going to sleep. 
SUNDAY night she came home about :30 p.m. and appeared slightly upset. 


MURS. RICHARD REESER cemo over about 5-5:30 p.m. and stayed a short while. 
DR. RESSER then came over about 8 p.m. and left in a short/time. , 


aa talied to URS, REESER for a short time either just before 
the Doeter came, or shor after he left, 


At this time she was dressed in a rayon night-gown and black satin shoes, 


She stated that she was a little upset and had taken 2 Seconals and was 
going to take 2 more a little later, 


es led to believe that she was upset over a fanily 

quarrel; h > little disappointed about taking a trip back to her home. 
ent over about 8:50 p.m. and was going to bring some ice 

cream back e for MRS, REESER but as she passed by the apt. she noticed 


the lights were out and the radio was turned off, so she decided not to wake her up. 


This vas the last she knew of MRS, REGSOR until she was found dead the 
next morning. 


INTERVISY OF DR. RICHARD REZSER,JR: stated the family had gone to the Beach Sunday 
morning and returned home around 3:30 p.m. A short time after arriving home he found 
his Mother sitting in a chair crying, He asked what was wrong and she said she was 
feeling bad about not being able to take her trip North. 


The reason for this was that the wonan who was to come down and take his 
Mother North and find an apt. for her, had an accident and was unable to leave and that 
no apt. had been found. 


He stated his Mother was independent and did not want to go up there and be 
a burden on anyone. 


She asked the Dr. to take her home, and he said he would as soon as he had 
shower; after talking a shower he found that his Mother had started to walk home, so 
he asked his wife to sco if she could find his Mother and give her a ride the rest of the 

Waye 
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Page 5 - Special Report of MRS. MARY HARDY RESSER: 


DR, REESER went over to the apartment at about 8 p.m. to see if Mother and 
see if there was anything he could do for her. At the time he arrived she was sitting 
in her night-gown. She told him she had taken 2 Seconals and would take 2 more before 
rebiring, 


He left within a few minutes and did not see his Mother again. 


He further stated that his Mother had an operation on her back about 10 
years ago and it vas difficult for her to move fast or get out of a deep chair, 


MRS. REESER smoked some and usually used.a lighter (a lighter was found in 
her purse). 


He did not know much about her financial circumstances as they were ali 
handled thru a bank in COLUMBIA,PA. 


He let her do most of his banking in order that she would have something 
to do in the day time. 


INTERVIEW OF MRS. RICHARD REESER, JR: Stated she had gone over to her Mother-in-lavs 
apt. Sunday evening about 5 p.m. and stayed just a short time. 


She was unable to shed any light on the reason MRS. MARY REESER came home 
early Sunday. 


She stated that the night~gown MRS. REESER wore was a VAN RAALI Rayon 
Acetate with a stocking weave, “ , . —_—ee 


Missing is a rayon house coat, color black, 


The chair that was burned was identified as one made by the HENDRYX BROS, 
INC., Style #137, Cover #1527 - Green - made of all/material consisting of cotton felt 
and inner spring unit, 


EXAMINATION OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT: City Electricians examined electrical system in 
apt. and following facts obtained: 


Only 1 fuse in the entire apt. was burned out and that was the fuse to 
the hot water heater. , 


There was no indication of a short in the outlet near the chair where the 
deceased was sitting; the insulation was burned off the wires, thru the conduit, but 
there was no sign of the wire having been fused or in any other way damaged, 


There was no damage of any kind to the fuse box or sign of any high 
voltage or amperage overload, 


None of the switches seemed damaged, altho the face plates were melted. 
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a Gent LG 8, 1487 


In the case of Mrs. Mery H. Reeser’, deceased, 1200 Cherry Strect-North, I know that 
this is one of the most publicized cases in the history of St. Petersburg. Due to 
that fact, the Detective Bureau has made every possible effort tofind the facts 
surrounding the death of Mrs. Reesers but the Police Dept. must consider this as an 
accident wmtil such time as we van prove otherwise. 


After a lengthy investigation and the receiving of the results of the examination 
from the Be B. I., we are making the following statements 


An exanivunbtcn of all specimens sent to the F.B.I. Laboratory for analysis 
shows no oxidizing ehemicals, Petroleum Hydrocarbones, or other volatile fluids 
commonly used as accelerants or any chemical substances used to initiate or 
accelerate combustion. There is conclusive evidence that the deceased body 
could be consumed by fire, as in this case, if the body became ignited. We have 
had in the neighborhood of 100 cases quoted in personal letters of various opinions 
and suggestions. In order to clarify some of those suggestions we have disregarded 
the idea of lightning, although there was a slight electrical disturbance on ‘that 
particular night. However, there is no indication in this case where lightning 
had struck this building in order to kill the victim and set the body afire; for 
in most cases, lightning leaves tell-tale evidence, either of entrance or exit. 


Due to the fact Mrs. Reeser had taken a considerable amount of sedatives at 
night, and we do have evidence that she told her son, Dr. Richard Reeser, that 
she had taken two sedatives at 8:00 P.M. and was going to take two more, there is 
every possibility that Mrs. Reeser, while sitting in the overstuffed chair, could 
have become drowsy or fallen asleep while smoking a cigerette, thus igniting 
her clothes as at that time she was clad in a rayon acetate nightgown and a 
housecoat. The nightgam, being highly inflamable, could have been ignited by 
a burning cigerette, causing immediate death, if the deceased was in a senie 
conscious condition. Naturally, when her clothes became afire, that would also 
set the chair afire creating intense heat which completely destroyed the chair 
and a nearby end table which was also completely destroyed except for a couple 
of small pieces of the legs which could have fallen outside of the fire area. Once 
the body became ignited, almost complete destruction occurred from the burning 
of its. own fatty tissues, for once the body starts to burn, there is enough fat 
and other inflamable substances to permit varying amounts of desttbuction to take 
place, Sometimes this destruction by burning will proceed to a degree which 
results in almost complete combustion of the body, as in this case. 


While such cases are not common, there are on record numerous instances of 
bodies burning with almost complete destruction. There is, however, no evidence 
from my of the cases on record to show that burning of this nature occurs 
other than when the body is ignited by some external means. The wmusual aspects 
of such cases of burning have been heightened by the fact that in many instances 
little damage from burning occurred in the room or area directly surrounding the 
victim. In this case, the absence of any scorch or damage to furniture in the 
room can only be explained by the fact that heat liberated by the burning body 
has a tendency to rise and forms a layer of hot air which never came in contact 
with the furnishings on a lower level. This situation could have occurred, pane 
ticularly if the fire had smoldered, rather than burned freely. 


THE ABOVE INFORMATION HAS BEEN COMPILED AND HANDED OUT BY 
CHIEF REICHERT AND LIEUTENANT BURGESS 
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Book Confirms Finding ; 6s 

Yesterday, this reporter, found confirmation for the ready purn- — 
ing of human fat in the book “Homicide Investigation,” by Dr. Le- 
Moyne Snyder, medico-legal director of the Michigan State Police 
and member of the American Medical Association and American 
‘Bar Association. 


Snyder, trained both in medicine and law, states: 
“One would think that the human body would be very 
resistant to destruction by fire, but this is not actually the 
case. Underneath the skin is a layer of fat which may be 
quite thick in heavy individuals. This burns readily and 


the destruction of tissue after a comparatively small fire 
may he great ... In many cases it seems the destruction 
‘of tissue by burning is out of all proportion to the in- 
tensity of fire which caused it.” 

This would confirm what police previously discounted. It also 
follows a theory outlined early in the case by Dr. Richard Reeser’s 
wife, who told The Times that her mother-in-law’s own tissue probably 
burned after she fell asleep in the’ chair while smoking. : 

* The deceased was a heavy woman, weighing about 170 pounds. 
When found, however, all that was recognizably human was one 
foot—curiously intact—and still clad in one of the black slippers 
Mrs. Reeser customarily wore as house shoes. 
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Despite the findings of the FBI, several unexplained angles still 


remain: 
1. No odor of fire or burning flesh was ever detected by the 


jlandlady of the apartment or neighbors. * ; 
2. No time of death has ever been established, making it im-, 


possible to determine. whether the blaze burned rapidly or 


Ismoldered all night. 
3. No smoke was ever. detected by neighbors or workmen in the 


qarea. > 
* *s * 


REPORTER’S OPINION: “While people may discuss the 
Reeser case at still greater BRRRERTS SS 

length than has already been 
done, we must not overlook 
the tremendcus amount of work 
poured into the baffling case by 
investigating officers. Police 
Chief Jake Reichert, Detective 
Lieut. Cass Burgess, Detectives 
R. H. Lee and Ross Boyd and . 
others all did back-breaking < 
work. Whether the verdict con- 


BURGESS 
vinces arm-chair sleuths or not, City police were not lax in their 
pursuit of answers. + 


SECTION 2 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 1951 
. PAGE NINE 


Reeser 
Background 


Police and firemen found the 
charred remains of Mrs. Mary 
Hardy Reeser, 67, at 8:07 a. m., 
July 2 in her apartment at 1200 
Cherry Street Northeast. Al- 
though little damage was evident 
only human remains found were 
a skull, shrunken to the size of 
a cup, a piece of backbone and 
an intact left foot in a satin 
slipper. Her overstuffed chair 
was destroyed except for the coil 
springs. 

Discovery was made as a tele- 
gram was delivered for Mrs. 
Reeser at 8:07 a. m. and the 
landlady, Mrs. P. M. Carpenter, 
went to give it to her. Mrs. Car- 
penter found the doer hot and 


summoned the aid of two paint- ., « : 
ers working across the street. ae 
It was then the blackened walls, 

were first soticed and the few -" - 


cailed and extinguished Yast em- 
bers with a hand pump. 

Mrs. Carpenter, who lived in 
an adjoining apartment, had been 
up, at five a. m. and six a. m. 
to get her newspaper, but had 
not noticed anything amiss. 
Smoke smelled at five a. m. was 
thought to be coming from an 
overheated water pump. Mrs. 
Carpenter turned off the pump 
and went back to bed. 

The Western Union boy who 
delivered the telegram didn’t no- 
tice any smoke, dispite the fact 
the windows were open. A Times 
carrier boy who delivered papers 
to the area earlier in the morn- 
ing also noticed nothing amiss. 

Mrs. Reeser was seen by her 
son, Dr. Richard Reeser, his wife 
and the landlady, Sunday night, 
July 1, the last time at 9 p. m. 
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LOCAL 


Obituaries 


Sedative, Cigarette 
And Acetate Gown 
‘Support FBI Theory 


By JERRY BLIZIN 


St. Petersburg’s “cinder woman mystery” was officially 
we as accidental death in a statement issued late -yester- 
ay afternoon by Police Chief J. R. Reichert. 

tie 


°} minor damage to her apart- 
“ment at 1200 Cherry Street 
'- Northeast, was closed “unless 


J Reichert issued a lengthy m 
; statement yesterday based on x 


*- a _five-page report from the yi ake 

: FBI laboratory, which spent 4/ i fe 

“nee 23 three weeks probing ma- ke Ya ig 

wi tenjals from the fire scene *“’.”* aa 
REICHERT and. charred bits of the B= 


woman’s body. 

In addition : a 500-word statement to the press, Reichert handed 
out a personal statement on the fire death, one of the most widely- 
publicized local tragedies in years. 


Reichert’s statement follows: 

. , "This is the most unusual case I’ve'seen during my al- 
most 25 years of police work in the City of St. Petersburg. 
Since we have had hundreds of suggestions as to how this 
incident may have happened, I am not-closing the door 
on the case yet. 

“We are, however, holding the case in abeyance for any other 
‘information or developments that may come to our attention. The 
facts in the case have been checked from every possible angle, and 
.jI feel that the facts as siyen provide the answer to the death of 
_ is, Reeser.” 


o' Incendiary 
. Basically, the FBI report boils down to one salient fact: No ev- 
idence of any incendiary material or accelerant of any nature could 
jbe found in any of the materials tested. © 


The report said, however, that common combustible 
fluids and accelerants such as ether, alcohol, gasoline, ete. 
~—would probably be consumed in such a fire and no trace 
of them detected afterward. 


FBI analysts pointed out that the inflammability of human fatty 
tissue is intense, a fact little-known by most persons. Substances 
found in segments of the rug from the Reeser apartment were found 
to be melted human fat. 


. woatinn gf Mss Tasty Roser, G7, whose body. 
———— EWES destroyed"J July~2-in-an-intense-blaze-which:did_only.— == 


3 
[Police Statement 
The Police Department's official statement, based 
report, is as- follows: 
. “An examination of all specimens sent to the FBI 
analysis shows no. oxidizing chemicals, petroleum hy 
ee volatile fluids commonly used as accelerants or 
substances used to initiate or accelerate combustion. 


| 

“There is conclusive evidence that the dec 

could be consumed by fire, as in this case, i 
had become ignited. | 


“We have had nearly 100 cases quoted in perso 
arious opinions and suggestions. In order to clarify 
sacs we have disregarded the theory of ligh 
here was a slight electrical disturbance on the parti 
jvolved. There is no indication in this case where li 
‘the building in order to kill the victim and set the body 
cases lightning Jeaves tell-tale evidence, either of entran 
“Due to the fact Mrs. Reeser had taken a consid 
of sedatives at night, and we do have evidence tha 
son, Dr. Richard Reeser, she had taken two seconal { 
sules at 8 p. m. and was going to take two. more, 
possibility that Mrs. Reeser while sitting in the oyers 
‘her apartment, could have become drowsy or fallen 
smoking a cigarette, thus igniting her clothes, | 


a CT able~“Gown > pie 


' “At that time she was clad in a sic acetate ni 
thousecoat. The nightgown, being highly inflammable, ¢ 
ignited by a burning cigarette, causing immediate de 
ceased was in a semf-conscious condition. 


“Naturally, when her clothes became afire they 
the chair afire creating intense heat which completely 
chair and a nearby end table. Once the body beca 
most complete destruction occurred from the burn 
fatty tissues. For once the body starts to burn, th 
fat and inflammable substances to’ permit varying a 
struction to take place. Sometimes this destruction by 
proceed to a degree which results in almost comple 
of the body, as in this case. 


“while such cases are not common, there are-on 
ous instances of bodies burning with almost compl 
(There is, however, no evidence from any of the case 
show that burning of this nature occurs other than w 
ignited by some external means. 

“The unusual aspects of such cases- of burning ha 
ened by the fact that in many instances little damag 
‘occurred in the room or area directly surrounding t 


Fire Only Smoldered 
- “In this case, the absence of any scorch or, dam 
in the room can only be explained by the fact that 
by the burning body has a tendency to rise and form 
air which never came in contact with the furnishi 
level. This situation could have occurred, particularly 
smoldered, rather than burned freely.” } 

In effect, this summation of findings by ‘FBI 
chemists, rules out spontaneous human combustion 
a Times reader and explains the “level of heat mar. 
the Reeser apartment. 

At the time her body was discovered, police an 
a Mne of black smoke and soot around the upper wa 
with buckled electrical wall switches and melted 
lower down on the same walls, outlet plugs were int 
ings unmarked by heat. 
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Office Memoran Uli + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO :  - DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 10/21/52 


yn : FBI LABORATORY 
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and is employed in’ the appeared it the b7c 
Camden Resident Agency with the magazine article set forth above aud advised 

that after having read the article, he had typed up his own theory on the 

matter and wished the same to be made known to the FBI Laboratory in view of 

the reference made to the Laboratory in the article. 


SUBJECT: 


ww 


advised that he had sent a copy of his theory as enclosed 


to the Police Dept. at S etersburg, Fla., as well as to the writer of the 
article, Dr. WILTON MARION}KROGMAN at the University of Penns}lvania. . tn. 
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The strane 


™ 1 Am A “bone detective,” as well.as 


a professor of physical anthropol- - 


ogy.) It is my special skill to identify 
human bones—either the whole 
skeleton or parts of it. 

From the skeleton or its remains 
I can tell the age of a person at the 
cies died, his sex, and his race; 
it is also possible for me to estimate 
his height and body-build. From 
human bones I can often determine 
the cause of his death (the prover- 
bial blunt instrument,” or a gun- 
shot, or a knife, axe, cleaver or any 
other cutting weapon); how long 
the bones have been buried in the 
earth; and finally, if the skull is 
present, details about the living tis- 
sue and how the man looked. 

In short, 


give-away to what you were, and 
14 
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THE CINDER LADY 


BY DR. WILTON MARION KROGMAN 


University of Pennsylvania 


your.skeleton is a dead , 


FS Git om. * 


“ 

ied 

Fed 
Son 


: 


few 


she 
ones 


Be sine xe 
t wast 


P24 2c 4 


who you were, during your lifetime. 

I’ve been, called in by the police 
and FBI to work on a number of 
murder and disappearance cases 
where only the bones were available 
—soft parts had decomposed, been 
eaten by acids or burned away. 

But in 1951 I ran into a case 
which for sheer horror and bizarre- 
ness beat anything in my experience. 
The local police kept referring to it 
as “weird,” “fantastic,” “unbelieve- 
able,” and even the. conservative 
FBI ventured “anusual,”’ “improb- 
able.” As for me, were I living in 
the middle ages I'd mutter’ some- 
thing about “black magic” .-. . 
Kut first let me outline the known 
facts. 

At 9:00 p.m. on the night of 
July 1, 1951, Mrs. Mary Hardy 
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THE STRANGE CASE OF THE CINDER LADY 


after I had entered into the case. 

As I pondered this case the chords 
of memory began to hum a recog- 
nizable tune and I went to the li- 
brary—I just knew that this was not 
an entirely unfamiliar scene. I found 
my answer in Charles Dickens’ 
Bleak -House, Chapter 32. Mr. 
Guppy and Mr. Weevle are wait- 
ing to meet Mr. Krook. 

“Mr. Guppy happens to look at, 
his coat-sleeve. He stares at it, 
. aghast [and says]: 

“ “Why, Tony, what on earth is 


going on in this house tonight? Is. 


there a chimney on fire? See how 


this soot’s falling. See here, on my’. 


arm! Confound the stuff, it won’t 
blow off—smears, like. black fat?” 
At the appointed hour they en- 
ter Mr. Krooks’ room together. 
“The cat has retreated close (to 
- the door) and stands snarling—not 
at them; at something on the 
ground before the fire. There is 
very little fire left in the grate, but 
there is a smouldering, suffocating 


vapour in the room, and a dark’ 


greasy coating on the walls and 
ceiling: The chairs and table, and 
the bottle so’ rarely absent from the 
table, all stand as usual. 

“Here is‘a small burnt patch of 
flooring; here is the tinder from a 
little bundle of burnt paper, seem: 
ing to be steeped i in praia te 
O Horror, he is here! . 


“Call this death by any name you, 


will, it is the same death eternally— 
inborn, inbred, engendered in the 
corrupted humours of the body 
itself—-Spontaneous Combustion.” . 

The foregoing theory is stoutly 
defended as fact by Dickens in the 
1853 Preface to the first edition of. 
Bleak House. He avers “that there 
are about 30 cases on record, of 


x 


which the most famous, that of the . 
Countess Cornelia de Baudi .Cese- 
nate, was minitely investigated . . 

I searched further. I found that 
an English magazine, The Saturday 
Magazine, in August, 1832, ran an 


.article called “Fire in the Human’ 


Body.” It-described the burning in 
1731 of the lady cited by Dickens, 

“This lady, who was in the sixty- 
second year of her age, retired to 
bed in her usual health. Here she 
spent above three hours-in conver- 
sation with her maid, and in saying 
her prayers; and having at last 
fallen asleep, the door of her cham- 
ber was shut. As her maid was not 
summoned at the usual hour, she. 
went into the bedroom to ‘wake her 
mistress; but receiving no answer, 
she opened the ‘window,-and saw 
her corpse on the floor, in the most 


- dreadful condition. At the distance 


of four feet from the bed there was 
a heap of ashes. Her legs, with 
stockings on, remained untouched, 


- and the head, half-burned, lay be: -~ 


tween them. ‘Nearly all the rest of 
the body was reduced to ashes. The 
air in the room was charged with 
floating soot. A small oil lamp on 
the floor was covered with ashes, 
but had no oil in it; and in two 
candlesticks, which stood upright 
upon a table, the cotton wick of 
both the candles. was left, and the _ 
tallow of both .had disappeared. 
It has been generally supposed that 
an internal combustion had taken 
place; that the lady had risen from 
her bed to cool herself, and that, in 
her way to open the window, the 
combustion had overpowered her, 
and consumed her body by a proc- 
ess in which no flame was produced.” 
I found that in 1763 the Annual 
Register of the Royal Society of - 
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. London reported the case of an ° 


elderly woman, gin-sodden, who was 
put to bed by a friend at 11:00 p.m. 
At 5:30 a.m. on” the ‘following 


morning smoke was seen coming: ” 


out of the window; a small fire, 
easily put out, was on the floor. 
The body was badly burned, though 
: “one leg and a thigh were still en- 
tire.” It was said, “the people were 
amazed that the furniture had sus- 
tained so little injury . . . the feath- 
er-bed, the clothes, and covering 
were safe”” In the room “the walls 
and everything in it were black- 
ened”; the room “was filled with a 


very disagreeable vapour . 


| ve presented pertinent detail in 


these cases (and there are many 
more) not so. much to support theo- 
ries of spontaneous or internal 
combustion—which are wholly un- 
tenable—as to point out an ever- 
recurring pattern: ° 

1) The victim is usually a wo- 
man, in her 50’s or 60's, of i 
lent build; 
t B) The victim was addicted to a 
‘ habit. which’ induced helplessness 
(drink) or unconsciousness (a 
drug) ; 
| 3) She was, in the habit of smok- 
ing (pipe or cigarette) upon retir- 
ing; the burning occurred at. night; 
the victim more than once fell 
asleep in a chair; . 
| 4) A candle (or candles) was in 
the room; the candle-substance was 
‘melted, but the wick was intact; 
. 5) The burned (charred or 
ashed) remains were found on the 
floor, often near the room’s center; 
6) The main mass of the body 
was completely consumed, but head 
and extremities (hands, feet, fin- 
gers, toes)’ and occasionally .verte- 
brae were often untouched; 
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7) The floor at the site of “the 


-burning showed some charring, but 


surrounding furniture, clothes and 
walls were unmarked ; . 

8) The air was charged with 
oily or .greasy-soot and walls and 
ceiling were covered. by this soot; 

9) Often the residue (of bones 


‘or tissue) was oily and odorous. 


‘I now want to point out some 
very serious problems—problems 
which, ‘strain. belief beyond — the 
breaking point. 

First, and foremost, it takes a 
terrific ‘heat to completely consume 
a human body (and I mean soft 
tissues plus skeleton), I have 


- watched, in a crématorium, a body 


burn at 2000° F. for over eight hours 
—-burn under the best possible con- 
ditions, with both the means of 
combustion (a furnace .with excel- 
lent draft) and type of combustible 
(g as or oil). At the end of that 
tiene there'was scarcely a bone that 
was not present and completely 
recognizable as a human bone. It 
was not ashed or “powdered.” Only 
at 3000° F.,-plus, have I seen bone 
fuse—or melt, so that it ran and 
became volatile. Thee are very 
great ‘heats—they would:sear, char, 
scorch, or otherwise mar or effect 
anything and everything nat a 
considerable radius. 

‘Secondly, in my sepatieaine the 
human head is not left intact in 


_ such burning cases. Certainly it 


does not “shrivel,” or symmetri- 
cally reduce, to a much smaller size. 
In the presence of heat sufficient to 
destroy soft tissues the skull explodes, 
literally, into many pieces. 

Finally, I pose less tangible prob- 
lems. The body is over 90 per cent 
water—perhaps even a little more 
in very fat people. I find it hard to 
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bone; a lump of charred tissue ten- 
tatively identified as liver; her left 
foot, with skin unburned and still 
shod in an unscorched black satin 
bedroom slipper; and the heat- 
eroded coil-springs of the chair; 

3). The windows were partly apes 
and the door was not sealed; 

‘ 4) The wall paint nearest to the 

chair, and the floor in the im- 
mediate vicinity, was only slightly 
scorched; 

5) Electric light plugs and fix- 
tures in the soot area on the walls 
had melted, but base-plugs lower 
down had not; no fuses had been 
blown and the electric current was 
on, and working; 

6) Two candles standing on the 
window. sill had melted but curi- 
ously their wicks were intact; 

7) Newspapers on a nearby table 
were not scorched and neither was 
the bedding on a day bed; 

8) An electric clock had stopped 
at 4:20 (presumably a.m.?), but 
when plugged in at the baseboards 
it ran O.K.; 

9) There was absolutely no 
evidence of any, inflammable mate- 
rials (kerosene, gasoline; etc.) at or 
near the site of burning; 

10) While the room was intensely i 
hot, there were no flames, no em- ' 
bers, no collection of sticky or vis- 
cous material on the site; ~ 

11) There is no record, during , 
the night, of any smoke, any heat- 
crackle, or any nauseous or unusual! 
odor escaping-from.the room. j 

As I mentioned earlier I’vei 
worked on a number of human! 
burning cases. To understahd what 
happens to the human body, T’ve 
done some experimentation using 
both animal and human cadavera:" 
TPve burned bones still encased in. 
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flesh; I’ve burned “green” bones— 
bones stripped of flesh, but not 
dried out; P’'ve burned dried bones. 
I’ve used all sorts of combustibles, 
ranging from a hickory and oak 
firé (said to be the hottest “natural” 
fire), through coal, oil, gasoline, to + 


an electric muffle ‘furnace. I care- . 


fully observe how the bone behaves 
during burning and how it looks 
when it has cooled off. 
; As a result I have formulated a 
basic principle: “The destruction 
of animal or human tissue is a 
function of ‘the conditions of com- 
‘bustion, rather than of the type of . 
combustible used.” By this I mean 
that without a brisk draft (the free 
passage of air) the fire will be smoth- 
ered, no matter how inflammable 
the combustible used. 

What earthly circumstances and 
‘causes could have led to such com- 
plete destruction of Mrs. Reeser? _ 
Lightning? Local Weather Bureau — 
records showed that no storm had 
‘occurred on the night of July 1. 
* Could it have been an electrical in-' 
4 duction current, passing through the 


[ body, caused by faulty wiring? But , 


I’ve already noted that the wiring 
was intact, for the electric clock ran 
O.K. when plugged i in. Was it by 
spontaneous or “internal” combus- 
tion—that is, a fire starting in the 
' body tissues without any external 
cause? But this is impossible! The 
fluids and fats of the human body 
simply do not contain the chemicals 
which might ignite all by: them- 
selves. Could she have perished so 
completely from just a dropped cig- 
arette?’ Or was she burned else- 
where, then “planted” in the room? 
These are all “hunches,” or “theo- 
ries,” that occurred to the local. 
police, and to me a few weeks later 


Reeser, aged 67 years, and 175 
pounds heavy, was last seen alive 
in her, one room apartment, in a 
four-apartment building in St. Pe- 
tersburg, Florida. Mrs. Reeser was 
the widow of a doctor who had 
practiced near Lancaster, Pennsyl- 
vania,|in the heart of the “Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch” region. 

On| the fatal night she and her 
landlady were the only people in 
the building. The last time anyone 
saw her, Mrs. Reeser was sitting in 


center of the room, wearing a rayon 


coat. She was smoking a cigarette. 
She was known to, take several 
slecping tablets before retiring. The 
room was of moderate size with a 
couple of windows. 


an over-stuffed chair, a bit off the- 


acetate nightgown and a_house- . 


Some ash, some oily soot, a oot, 
and fragments of ‘backbone... no 
more was left of the Cinder Lady. Did 
she vanish by black magic? Go . 
up in spontaneous, combustion? Burn 

in a heat hotter than hellfire? 
Why was the rest of the room unscorched? 
A world-famous bone detective 
spins his theories after months of 
research and tracking clues 


+ At 8:00 a.m.-next morning, the 
landlady took a telegram up to 
Mrs. Reeser’s room. She grasped 
the doorknob but found it too 
flaming hot to hold. Two painters 
working in the building forced the 
door and were met by a blast of 
hot air. Their startled gazes met a 
scene macabre beyond words: 

1) The walls from a level of about 
four feet above the floor, and the 
ceiling, were festooned with a greasy 
soot whith ‘gave off. a “peculiar 
odor” ; , 
 %) Where Mrs. Reeser had been 
sitting were only ashed and charred 
remains. They included a roundish 
object identified as the head; and 
varyingly described as big as a 
“baseball,” or a “teacup” or a 
“grapefruit”; a. few pieces of back- 


Is 
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Lasts 
_believe that a human body, once 
ignited, will literally consume itself 
—burn itself out, as does a candle- 
wick, guttering in the last residual 
‘pool of melted wax. When human 
flesh burns. it gives off an acrid, 
evil-smelling odor, especially if 
burning free in a room or in the 
open. How could 175 pounds of 
mortal flesh burn with no detectable 
or discernible smoke or odor per- 
meating the entire building? 

Just what did happen on the 
night of July 1; 1951, in St. Peters- 
burg, Florida? We may never know, 
though the case still haunts me. The 
“Cinder Lady” is now part of 
our folklore. It couldn’t happen, 
but it did. That’s the way the St. 
Petersburg police and I felt about 
it. Police Chief J. R. Reichert is- 
sued’ a statement six weeks after 
the burning, as follows: © 

“According to her son, Mrs. Rees- 
er habitually took two sleeping pills® 
before retiring. There is every pos- 
sibility that, while ‘seated. in the 
over-stuffed chair, she became 
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rayon acetate nightgown and a 
housecoat (according to her, son, 
who had visited her the evening 
of July 1). The nightgown, being 
highly inflammable, could have been 
“ignited by the cigarette, burst into 
flame, causing almost immediate 
death to a person in a sémi- 
conscious condition. 

“Once the body became ignited, 
almost complete destruction could’ 
have resulted from the burning of 
its own fatty tisues (Mrs. Reeser 
was a heavy woman, weighing 175 

. pounds), an uncommon but entirely 
possible occurrence according to 
FBI analysis. 

“In this case, the absence of any 
scorch or damage to furniture in 
the room can only be explained by 
the theory that heat liberated by 
the burning body rose to form a 
layer of hot air which darkened the 
upper walls and ceiling of the room 
but never came in contact with 
walls or objects at a lower level.” 

Logical and scientific as this 
sounds, he came closer to truth 


drowsy or fell asleep while smoking. when he concluded, “The case is 


a cigarette, thus igniting her clothes. 
“At that time she was clad in a 


SEAT OF LEARNING 


“Gosh, I. forget.” 2 
“Well, then,” Tommy tr: 


things?” 


* 
ied 2: 


not closed and may never be to the 
satisfaction ofall concerned.” = 


< 


m@ ‘TOMMY WAS AT HIs FATHER'S sive. “Daddy,” he asked, “what was the 
name of the great American traitor in the Revolutionary War?” 

“I don’t know,” replied his father. : 

“Who was Vice President under Harding?” 


gain, “do you know where Monticello is?” 


“No,” replied his father, after a moment’s deliberation. 
“Gee, Pop,” said the boy, “you don’t mind my asking you, do you?” 
“Of course not,” réplied Daddy. “How else are you going to learn 


—Helen’ §. Mann 
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-OFF-GUARD 


| BY LUCIEN AIGNER 


@ FOR MORE THAN 29 years as a photographer I roamed 
three continents hunting for celebrities in off-guard mo- 
ments. My purpose was not so much to discover their 
weaknesses—which I also had done—but to show the 
« human being behind the pose of the public figure. Here 
are four pages of the best, with my comments. 


I caught a wistful Churchill after a per 
sonal ‘election victory in the "30s in bik | 
consiitucney, . : 
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Pihooar pormvoraher aaegion, He Span FB, : [| be 


ctober th, 52 
Dear Sirs3~ 
In regards to the article that appeared in the Octobef 1952 issue of Pageant magazin 

I must say that it set me to thinking seriously concerning "The Strange Case of the Cinder 

Lady" along the following lines ;-~---~ - 

We know that certain diseases very definitely raise the temperature of our bodies from 
the normal of 98.6° up to 112° at times, although seldom reaching the higher figure. Too, ~ 
that we do not know all that there is to be known concerning diseases. Also, that it- is quéTe 

possible that there might be some diseases that are as yet totaily unimown to us, which fact 
f also applies to forms of diseases. Too, I take it that the article of the "Cinder Lady" is 
| . all true fact. 
So much for the known facts. 
Now for the theory, thus3~ 
Could it be that there is some disease, or some form of cancer that is entirely un- 
~known te us at the present time, that enters the bodies of certain peophe and lays there 
semidorment, but developing, slqly,bub surely for an unimown lengbh of time without any’ SyiIp = 
-toms showing --- until, as in the cases cited in "The Strange Case of the Cinder Lady", this 
disease, or form of cancer is triggered off into extremely violent activity, and in its vioa 
~lence it raises the person's temperature to heights far in excess of anything known to us 
now, possibly up to 700° or 1000°, wheréupdn chemical reaction takes over, and raises the 
body temperature up te 10000° or 15000°, which would totally consume the body in a very shorT 
time. Sica nee Se SA. 8s Ae ty ROR 
~—~—=—~—"In so doing the disea&Sé would be preying oh the human bedy even after death and possibly 
| even also preying upon jtself, at the higher temperatures. é 
pr—--—--—~Too;—~the chemical reactions within the body would not all be oxidation, but quite possibéY 
would go to prepare it for the oxidation taking place on the exterior, where the greater 
amount of oxygen is, and therexcessive temperatures therein generated so accelerating the . 
-———-nate of external oxidation that the body would be consumed within an hour and a half from thé 
time that the violent activaty of the disease was triggered off. 

Also, as in a storage battery this chemical activity could possibly set up électrical 
currents, which would in circulating within the body also raise the temperature, due to the 
resistance of the various parts of the body. 

1. u.u..Obviously any person so afflicted would be unconsious at 107° and certainly dead at 150% 7 
So that he, or she would obviously suffer very little, if any at all, bacause these tempera- 
-tures would have been reached and passed so very rapidly, in such a case, that there would 


be_a minimum chance for suffering to take place.,~ : sie : Se a 
eaten te POGL Shat it would be a very excellent idea, that the next time such an event occurs, - 


that several ‘medical medteet experts get on the scene immediately and have everything in the 
room left exactly as whén it occured, and then the éxperts move into the building with a set 
of.-electron microscopes, a vast multitude of slidés, etc. and put all soot, greese, ashes, 
parts, dust, etc. on the slides, all being labled, in full detail, and’preserved for then 
present and future examination to find out the cause, and. if possible, establish my theory. 
Allowing no one but the scientists to touch anything, until the'scientists are through.: 

Who Imows hae Bene be turned up to help us in this matter, and/or other matters? 

fo) 
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technical~Authors Publishing House 


. Bisnark Strect 21 
(20b) Einbeck, Gernany 


Ray SIS 8 


Dear[_ 
fhe Letter which Lesa om you sent 
to this Bureau on December IU, 3 has been recetved. 
In connection with your inquiry, the FAI 
conducted laboratory ezaninations concerning the death 
of irs. Mary He Reeser of St. Petersburg, Plorida.« ‘These 
zantnations were done at the request of Ure Jacod RB. 
Reichert, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Florida, and 
the results were furnished to Chief Reichert. Investiga= 
tion of the case as such was not handled by the FBI but 


was conducted by the St. Petersburg, Florida, Police 
Depertnent. It is, therefore, suggested that you coununt~ 


ae 


cate Ctirectly with Chief Reichert for what assistance he 
ney be able to give you. 
It is also suggested that you write to the Bo. 
editors of the "Journal of Crininal Law, Crintnology a = 
and Police Science," published by the Vorthwestern ‘es 
University School of Law, Chicago, Illinois, for thferd 
| Havion appearing in thet publication. "oo BOR 
F BS rs > LS oj 
| eon ' Stneerely yours, 5°92 = 
| COWIM — FED) J “ » = 
ieee 4 S of 
JAN 6= 1955 f re a = ey 
MAILED 2. . . John Edgar Haover,.. — 
a : Director é s ig col ¢ Ah 7 
Tolson 2 annnee : ee 7% yt ified 
iti ce ~ Liaison Representative, vith capi, pierning. yess 
Belmont ——-—— Heidelburg, Gernany NB Ipe 
ae . owes Wy, : . 
ashlee ce ~ Foretgn Liaison Desk, withi copy i Pinfoning ‘| | yy 
Tamm ; : GS o j 
Sizeo — ELD srowsles {77 eeu 
Tele. Room — (5) (See next page for note.) ry" 
Holloman __. 
Sor aa agRi, TL, Soe or he \ ae 


NOTE: Bureau file 9541192 reflects that the FBI 
Laboratory conducted examinations into the death of 
Urs. Mary H. Reeser of St. Petersburg, Florida. 

Urs. Reeser died as a result of a fire. Addizess of 
the "Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police 
Setence’ per Bureau Library. 
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Scotland Yard in London, the Surete in Paris and the Federal 
Criminal Office in Germany have, likewise, promised us their support. 


We will reimburse you for expenses involved. 
Respectfully, 


" .  echnical-Authors Publishing House 


P. S. -- Moreover, the Court Chemist in Cleveland, 

allegedly made a compilation of cases of this type in the "Journal 

of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Science" a few years ago. 
Perhaps it would be possible to put this compilation at our disposal : 
or perhaps it could be purchased for us over there. W. L. 
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TRANSLATION FROM GERMAN 


"DER TERMIN-ARTIKEL" (Term-Articles) 
Technical Editorial Work for Newspapers and Magazines 
Technical Lectures for Broadcasting 


member of Journalist Union in Lower Saxony, #23) 
member of the Protective Union of German Authors, #603 
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[| 2/10/st 
or 
me Mary Hh, Heeser 
Ad 


FBI of the USA 
Washington 


Re: Criminal Case Mrs. REESER, St. Petersburg, Florida. 


Ca 


Highly esteemed Gentlemen, 


The above-mentioned case was investigated by the FBI at the 
time. We know, no conclusive explanation was found. Mention was made 
that it concerned one of those rare cases of "'self-cremation" which occured 
quite frequently in former centuries but which never have been explained 
satisfactorily. 


We are planning to publish, in conjunction with noted scientists 
a larger work about these mysterious self-~cremations and ask you to kindly 
assist us with material. Of this case, we need a photograph of the woman 
who was burned to ashes in her room (it was produced at that time and 
should be in your file). 


You certainly could cause, out of "love!for the matter, a copy 
to be made from the film. Furthermore, it is important that we have a 
report of the facts as well as of your om conclusions. Here, too, copies 
will suffice. We would be indebted to you if you could help us with our 
work by putting the above material at our disposal in the very near future. 


495 7 4 o 


5 


if 


er rar ° ~My sw 
. @ =f 
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Deo Keoratis lil G* FACHSCHRIFTSTELLERISCHE ARBEITEN FOR TAGES- UND ZEITSCHRIFTENPRESSE 
————— FACHVORTRAGE FOR RUNDFUNKSENDUNGEN 3 


Mitglied dos Verbos: ' 
je Nee 234 ‘ 
Mitgled des Schwtzverboedes vk 


U.SeA. : = 
2.) ne 
Bundeskriminalamt der USA 9175 bas san BOE 10.12.54 


Washington WL/RW ; 


Betr.:' Kriminalfall Frau Reeser, St. Pebersburg (Florida), ae 
vom 1. zum 2. Juli 1951 OC bide 


g “ 
"2% 


Sehr geehrte Herren, 


Der obengenannte Fall ist seinerzeit auch vom Bundeskriminalamt 
der USA in Washington untersucht worden. Wie uns bekannt ist, 
wurde eine endgiiltige Klarung nicht gefunden. Es wird davon ge- 
sprochen, da8B es sich dabei um jene seltenen Falle von "Selbst- 
verbrennungen von Menschen" handelt, die in friiheren Jahrhunderten 
sehr oft vorkamen, die aber niemals eine restlose Klarung. fanden. 


Wir haben die Absicht tiber diese mysteridsen Selbstverbrennungen 7 

_ im Zusammenhang. mit namhaften Wissenschaftlern eine gro8ere Arbeit 

herauszugében und bitten Sie um Unterstitzung mit Material. In ~~ ey 
diesem Falle bendtigen wir eiin Foto von der zu Asche, verbrannten 
Frau in ihrem Zimmer (es wurde seinerzeit hergestellt und diirfte 
bei Thren Akten liegen). Sicherlich kénnen Sie der Sache zur diebs 
von dem Film fiir uns einen Ahzug herstellen lassen. Ferner ware 

_uns an dem Tatsachenbericht tiber den Fall und Ihrer eigenen Stellung- 
nahme gelegen. Auch hier. bendtigten wir lediglich die Abschriften. -- 
Wir waren Ihnen sehr zu Dank 'verpflichtet, wenn Sie uns bei unserer 
Arbeit durch baldige Zurverftigungstellung obigen Materials helfen 
konnten. 


| 


Scotland Yard in London, die Sureté in Paris und das Bundeskriminal- ; 
ant in Deutschland haben uns ebenfalls ihre Unterstiitzung zugesagt. | 


Die entstehenden Unkosten werden wir Ihnen ersetzen. 


. 


Hochachtungsvol1}. 
acacchrifisteller~-Verlay 


PS. Der Gerichtschemiker in Cleveland, 
vor einigen Jahren im "Journal df Crimina 
Police Science", Falle dieser ot zusammengest iL1ts : 


leicht ist es moglich,uns diese Zusammenstellu~ 'g aby: 
zu‘ stellen ‘oder fir uns dord\zy- kaufen, AF 


eet _ 7407 COMM-Fei | 
ee, 


aagho,e #8 -G Hau 26, 1955 
fo aiper es 
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Dear Mr. fe —_«l 


Shank you for your Jetter of May 18,5 1955, 
in whieh you tnquéred regarding the Reeser Case uhich 
occurred tn St, Fetersburg, Florida, tin 19512. 


In connection ptth your inquiry, the FEI 
conducted Ichorstory ,cxaninetions concerning the 
death of Urs. Mary Hy Reeser. These exaninattons 
were done ct the requcst of Mr. Jacob ©, Fetchert, 
Chief of Police, St. Fetersburg, Flortca, cond the 
results vere furnished te hin, Investigation of 
this case wes handled by hia departnent. 


the FBI Laboratory conducts ezaninations 
at tie request Of eu ‘Ly cutkherizeé law enforcenent 
agenctess, end we treat such exeninations as es i 
dential, Any inforaation concerning thts cas 
would have to be abtcined fron Chie? Letchert, and 
I trust you will understend ny posttion. 


Stnecerely YOUrsy 


John Edgar Hoover , _ hy F 
-- Director oe 


1, at Bs tal 
CC - Hiamt, with copy o, incoming. qos 
ATTENTION SAC: Thé Reeser Case was unique tn that 
Mrs. Reeser was’ found! burned to death in a chair in °. ‘ 
her living room. The body was almost completely consumed;. - 
A week) surrounding ‘furniture in the room was not 
damaged. (95~41192) P 


ne heb 1955 


112,000 WATTS 


P.O.BOX 70 VHF 1 } 
ABC PRIMARY CHANNEL 
* West Palm Beach, Florida 


PLEASE REPLY TO: 


a 


5/18/55 


Information Office, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


nary A, Reser 
Gentlemen: = 


Itm thinking seriously of writing a book or long article 

on the Reeser-Case which occurred some years ago in Y/ 
St.Petersburg,Florida. It was the case where the woman 

was completely consumed by some force while in the Sey 
of her home, and yet nothing else was damaged in the room. 


Police Chief Reichert of St.Petersburg wrote me that the 
Police records of the case would not be available for not 
taking by “any individual froma news standpoint." In his 
letter he says:"Based on ’the reports received from the 
Fire Underwriters in Chicago and the laboratory tests 
made in Washington by the F.B.I. we believe sufficient 
grounds have been established to justify closing the 
case,’ 


= 


=> 
~< 
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i 


Do you folks put out a report on the case? Are the tests pny 
you made,the results that is; available to the public?‘o [px 


Q) 


{ 


Is there’ any way I can get any information from you as 
to your part in the tests in the case? I'll certainly 


appreciate any information you can give me. ; 
Nee M COR ef 
a 
oy Wb 55 


JBR/ek 
WEAT RADIO @ 850 on your dial @ 1000 watts » NBC Ce} 
\ 4 ia 


5 Comandiny Officer, Honicide 
Mad, Fhiladolphia PD, advises victim found burncd to death 
5/18/57 under mysterious circunstances, Eoforo death victin 


weighed approximately 130 pounds; however, vorains after death 
woighed slightly ovor 50 pounds, the renaindsr being consuncd 


to aches, Coxbustiblo materials near remains were not scorched, wy” 
although, incinaration apparently toc place at spot there Na 
remains found. \y 
hed been advised FBI Laboratary developed >! 
very importan oenation ina similar caco where vicbin was oe, 
a Trs,. REESE or REVSER and latter caso believed discovered — 
apmoxinately 7/2/52 in St, Petersburg, Fla. | ies, 
- If Laboratory has any informati st-nontioned *s 
case which nicht bo of value to foptaint reas sare fies, 
v2 forwarded to Fhilade sams yivon to} 
on confidential basis, is &@ vary cocpscrativa officer, I 


3 — Bureau 


1» Fhiladciphia (£0~100) 
DaVvs:HPS 
(4) 


5/28/57 
AIRTEL 


REGULAR MAIL 


DIRECTOR, Per ATICHEIONs FAL Laboratory | 
SAC, PHILADSLPATA (80-200) 
UNSUBs Irs, Anna Martin « 


Victin — MURDER: 
Polico Cooperation, 


Fhiladolphia PD 
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Reference is made to your letter of February 22, 
a) 1982, requesting information concerning the Mary Hardy 
Reeser case or similar types of cases, a 


The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in 
this case received from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg, 
Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this matter. 
Examinations made by the Laboratory for law enforcement 
agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis, and 
I} am not at liberty to make public the results of these 
examinations. me Ba 

You may wish to correspond with the editors ofthe 
"Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Science, "' 
published by the Northwestern University School of ‘Law, 3 
Chicago, Wlinois. I understand they published an article by, - . 
Lester Adelson on cases of this type a number of years ago.. 


They may be able to help you in this study. Ww ioe 
Wb § is 27 bit LS ely yours, . 
\ A | rents a pinielee 


foi sb (8 
anil ia 4 [ ioe nog Mower i 


i 
Director ; ay 
“ GEGELA EB = sa yyp / 


ee 14K 4 e3 x6 9) . (see addendum next page) y 
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ADDENDUM: 


Laboratory received evidence in this case from J. R. Reichert, 
Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Florida, on 7/10/51, relative to the 
unusual death of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser. She had been almost 
completely cremated in her apartment, although the damage to her apartment 
was not commensurate¢ with her condition. Laboratory examinations 
revealed no accelerdnts in the evidence submitted. No information in 
Bufiles identifiable with 
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SAC, Philadelphia (80-100) June 3, 1987 


ape FEI 
re ed HVA 


UNSUB; 2 am a Martin ~ 
Victim - MURDER 

¥ Police Cooporktion, 

\ Philadelphia PD 


Yor the assistance of Captai 
Homicide Squad, Puiladelphia, there is set forth below the 
information furnished to Mr. J. R. Reichert, Chief of Pol 
St. Petersburg, Florida, in the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser, 
deceased. ee nr ee 
In way of explanation, the St. Petersburg Police received S 
their report of a fire in which tae deceased wag burned te death, the 
cause of the fire being unknown. ‘The body of the deceased was rather 
compictely cromatcd with the execption of the left feot which was ; 
r burncd in two, about four inches above the ankle. The left shoo worn 
by the deccased was still intact. The chair in which sho was oiltting 
was coraplctely burned away, leaving just the springs. A small end 
table was compict.i burned with the exception of twolegs. The ' ty 
floor carpet was bus aed in an area of approximately three feet in 
diameter. The apartment where she resided showed signs of extreme “7 
heat on the ceiling, .and walls approximately four fect from the floor. L 
My Plastic light switches had melted but floor plugs were unharmed. 
Mes. Reeser was described as 5' 7 weighing 170 pounds. When last 
is seen on the evening prior te the discovery of her body, she was wearing 
2 rayon acotate nightgown with a ctocking weave. Her black rayon house- 
coat could not be found. Various items were submitted for Laboratory 
examination with the request for information or thcory which could 
explain how a huraan body could ke so destroyed and the fire confined 
to such a small area with so little damage to the structure of the . 
building and the furniture of tho room. 2 


"An examination of (the) specimens... showed the presence 
of no oxidizing chemicals, petroleum hydrocarbons or other 
volatile fluids commonly used as accelerants, or any chomical 
seaieie ian used to initiate or accelerate combustion. The es 


[BeX 


eo ors ee 
: YELLOU! 
| > PePLicars 7 
' f. a te “és a 
med re We Gol. 
on MAILE Zod EP 4 tk ary “ GO oF 2, 
bane Boy J PLA Oy a 
Vig” 
; a / t 


mest J} bey 2 
i 


ORLINAL COPY FILED MU: 


cE 


Ad 


Letter to Philadelphia 

Unsub; Mrs. Anna Martin - Victim 
Murder - Police Cooperation — 
Philadelphia PD . 


substance which saturated several of these specimens... was 
found to be human fat. The absence of any traces of volatile 
inflammable fluids does not preclude, of course, the 
possibility that such fluids were used in destroying the ~ 
body of the deceased. Because of their very nature, 
gasoline, .ether, and similar inflammable fluids are 
consumed ordinarily in the early stages of a fire. Where 
there has been almost complete combustion, as inthis — 
case, it would be most unlikely to find such fluids even 
though thay had been present at the beginning of the fire. 


MAS regards the destruction of the decenaéits body 

7 which occurred in this case it is entirely possible that the 
body was consumed to the extent shown in the photographs: 
_and as indicated by the bone: fragmenis and other debris 
without the aid of any such material as gasoline: ‘It is not 
generally realized the extent to which the human body can 
burn once it becomes ignited. While such cases are not — 
common, there are on record numerous instances of bodies 
burning with almost complete destruction. It was formerly 


. believed that such cases arose from spontaneous combusticn - 


or the burning was sometimes attributed to preternatural 
causes. There is, however, absolutely no evidence from: 
any of the cases on record to show that burning of this 

nature occurs other than when the body is ignited by some 


‘ external means. The unusual aspects ef such cases of 
. burning have been heightened by the fact that in many 


instances little damage irom burning occurred in the room 
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Letter to Philadelphia 

Unsub; Mrs. Anna Martin - Victim 
Murder - Police Cooperation 
eae sats PD 


or area directly surrounding the victim. As in this case, 
. the remains of the victim were found reclining in the 
wreckage of a chair, sofa, bed.or in one instance sitting 
on a stairway. In the last-named case the victim was a 
woman who had been clad in rather voluminous garments. 
Not a vestige of clothing was found remaining in that case 
although no extensive damage was done tc the stairs. 


“Ags indicated above, these cases are explained by the 
fact that the body becomes ignited from some outside cause 
such as burning clothing, a burning mattress, chair or 
other means. Once the body starts to burn there is. enough 
fat and other inflammable substances to permit. varying — 
amounts of destruction to take place. Sometimes this 
destruction by burning will proceed to a degree which | 
results in almost compiete. eombaution of the body: 


In this case, the aisence of any scorching. or damage 
te furniture in the room can only be explained by the fact 
that heat liberated by the burning body had a tendency to rise 
and formed a layer of hot air which never came in.contact 
- with the furnishings on a lower levd. This situation would 
have occurred pacsienleyy if the fire had smouldered rather 
_ than burned freely." — ai 


The information. set forth shows was obtained by us from 


several texts in the field of Forensic Medicine. It has come to our 
attention thatone[ sof Cleveland made a compilation of 
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Letter to Philadelphia 

Unsul; irda. Jono Martin + Vietim 
ie "ander - Police Cooperation 
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cases of this typo in the “dcurnal of Criminal Law, Criminolesy 
and Police Seience."’ Possibly, roference to this journal or 
communication with the publichers may locate this compliaticn. 
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July -15, 1963 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director fig 
Federal Bureau of Investigation - A P { 
Washington, D. C. we OD 
Dear Mr. Hoover: = a S 
NX 


I am a free lance magazine writer presently preparing an } 
article for True Magazine dealing with an investigation x 
of a St. Petersburg, Florida, woman's death in which the 

FBI and its laboratory played a part. I am hoping you | 


will be able to provide for me some information dealing (y) 
with this case. 


The case in question | death with the death on July 2, 1951, ~ 
of Mrs, Mary Hardy Reeser, 67, a widow, of 1200 Cherry Street 
Northeast, St. Petersburg, Florida. On that night (July 1-2) \- 

_Mrs. Reeser was consumed in her apartment by a fire of un- 
“known origin that reduced her body from 175 pounds to less 

- than 10 pounds, yet did ee little damage to the 
apartment itself. 


ol 


Police Chief J. R. Reithert requested (and received) the 
assistance of the FBI, its agents, pathologists and FBI Lab. 
Scrapings from the carpet, metal from Mrs. Reeser's chair, 
ashes and the mortal remains of Mrs. Reeser were individually & 
boxed and taken to the FBI Lab for microanalysis. Many as- 
pects of the case were so strange that even the FBI ventured 
that the case was "unusual and improbable.” 


RIGINAL PILED ut 


y After weeks of investigation, the FBI issued a report which 
declared that there was no evidence that any kind of in- 
f 3G flammable fluids, volatile liquids, chemicals or other 
accelerants had been used to set the widow's body ablaze 
and there was no evidence of homicide inthe 


My research thus far indicates that Mrs..Réeserimay have 
fallen victim to a very rare and curious malady -- a natural 
phenomenon, actually -- known among medical.men as. Spon- 
taneous Human Combustion (SHC) or Preternatural Conbustibilisy” 
(PC). I have unearthed over 50 similar cases in the nee 
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alle of this research, but not any other so thoroughly and 

MWe petently investigated as this. arg, oh | POS- 5 ioe: 

2 NOT RECORDED 
4) L What I would appreciate learning from you, in ordemgtnikeerigg3 
ee olly accurate throughout y1 pis” 

Me Orne yf | Cee list ES eS aS | 


2. 


5, 


e _.. ce. Hoov = Be @ nL 5-63 


The identity of the FBI agents who investigated 
this case at the scene in St. Petersburg; in 
particular, the pathologists of the FBI who 
were on hand there. 


The identity of the FBI pathologists who per- 
formed the extensive and thorough investigation 
and analysis of the specimens submitted to the 
FBI Laboratory. ; 


A transcript, if possible, of the findings of 
this team, as reported to the FBI Headquarters. 


The identity of the individual in charge of this. 
investigation. 


Finally, a brief description of any other case 
of similar nature in which the FBI, its agents, 
pathologists and Laboratory may have played a 
part. 


Very little of a concrete nature is known regarding 
this phenomenon and its manifestation. Any light you may 
be able to shed upon it, therefore, would be deeply appre- 
ciated and would, of course, be of tremendous assistance 
in maintaining thorough accurary throughout the article. 


Should you wish to check upon my background in this 
matter, the following sources or persons may be able to 
supply you with what you need.’ 


The Society of Magazine Writers, Overseas Press Olub, 54 W. 
40th Street, of which I am a member. 


b6 
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| _ whom I have been working on this piece. 


It may further be of inte tL s for four 
years, police reporter of the newspaper 
and was often in contact with the Dayton FBI office and fre- 


quently met with the assistance and cooperation of Mr. Hd 
Mason, FBI agent in charge of the Cincinnati office. 


Since I am working under pressure of a deadline, I. 
would appreciate your prompt attention and reply. 
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Your letter dated May 5th has been received. 
as In response to your inquiry regarding the case of 
Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser, the FBI Laboratory examined certain 
4; evidence in this case received from the Chief of Police at 


St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this 
matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law enforce- 
ment agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis and 
Iam not at liberty to make public the results of these examinations. 


Sincerely yours, 


J. Edear Hoover 


si | | John Edgar Hoover 
MAIL Di . 
a 4 1864 rector | ‘wi 

ect \ Be OS 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. See D. ‘on Morrell 
to Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5-8-64 captioned '’The Baffling Burning 
Death' 4 Allan W. Eckert, True Magazine, May, 1964." 
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Mrs. Mary Hardy“Reeser.- (Reeser) I only know that she lived in a 
our-apartment building at 1200 Cherry Street, St. Petersburg, Florida 
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TRUE COPY 


May 5, 1964 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 
According to an article from True Magazine, entitled 
"the Baffling, Burning Death," you have files on a deceased woman, 
and that she was 67-year-old widow at the time of her death.on July 2, 1951. 
If it is possible, I would like all the information that is 
available on her death and on the investigation which followed it. If you 


have any information which you can send me, it must be done so before 
May 29, 1964. 


Thank you very much for your time and service. 
— 
Sincerely, J 2 VTA ena / / 
40% 15 MAY 12 1964 
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- July 19, 1963 
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I have received your letter of July 15th requesting : 2 


information concerning the Mary Hardy Reeser case which occurred . 
in 1951. , ‘ 


BP Wiehe 


tc oke 
wi oi 
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Investigation of this matter as such was not handled by ° 
this Bureau, but was conducted by the Saint Petersburg, Florida, Police ' 
Department. The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence received 
from Mr. Jacob R. Reichert, then Chief of Police, .and the results were 
nished to him. Examinations made by the Laboratory for law enforce- -~ 
ent agencies are treated on a confidential basis, and I am not at liberty = 
wp make these public. It is suggested you may wish to communicate - pi 
. Stirectly with Mr. Harold C. Smith, current Chief of the Saint ee 


an 
t) 
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MAILED & 


@Police Department, for what assistance he may be able to give you., -,- 


You may also wish to correspond with the editors of the 1 
“Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Science,"' published =: . 
by the Northwestern University School of Law, Chicago, Illinois. I © 

¥ understand an article by Lester Adelson on cases of the type you are 

\ é interested in appeared in this publication a number of years ago. You 

may be OU to yo this so see i help in the preparation of your acess en 


| 2. ; Y Aral Sincerely yours, » Thi 4h 
* Be ir 1. Edgar, Hoover 2 i i 
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Relig 1- seen - Enclosure urd 
Belmont 2: NOTE: Correspondent is on th mailing list to receivethe Uniform Crime 


rae Reports. Bufiles indicate a very limited prior correspondence with him, while 
‘ewhigh was in response — 


wt" si rhe was a police reporter for the 
gag O Similar requésts for -help in preparation of articles. "The Laboratory received 
Gele —— blest ‘case.on 7-10-51, relative to the unusual death of 

Selies pies, Mary nese Mar Reeser. She’ had been almost fale ca pation 
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Dear[__ 


Your letter dated May a eee information 


Weld Se yy ay 


concerning the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy-Reeser or similar types 


of cases, has been received. 


The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in 
connection with Mrs. Reeser's death received from the Chief of 
Police in St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation 
of this matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law 
enforcement agencies are treated, however, on a confidential 
basis, and I am not at liberty to make public the results of such 
examinations. 


Enclosed are booklets about the FBI which I hope 


you and your classmates enjoy reading. 
‘ ged 
Aiken g — Sincerely yours, a 


wits La 1964 J. Edgar Hoover 


COMN:-FBI 


John Edgar Hoover ott, 
Director i 
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The Story of the FBI" 
Coopenation The Backbone of Effective Law Enforcement 

Pingerbein’ Idéntificatinn . DA 
The FBI Laboratory - 

Facts about a Sates in the FBI 
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in pies. See D. C. Morrell 

to Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5-8-64 captioned "'The Baffling Burning 
Death’ by Allan W. en True Magazine, May, 1964." 
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Dear Sirs: 


Our Science class at Southwest DeKalb High just read 
an interesting article in True Magazine. It was on spontaneous human 
combustion and bodies that were burned to ashes within seconds with 
no damage to clothing and etc. It mentions that the FBI is working on 
it. Our science teacher asked me to write and find out what I could. 
So could you please send me any free information on this subject and 
the developement of it. Cages, etc. 


I would appreciate it very much. 


Thank you, 
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Your letter of May 23rd requesting information 
concerning the case of Mrs. Mary HY Reeser has been received. 


The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in 
connection with Mrs. Reeser's death. This evidence was received 
from the Chief of Police in St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him 
in his investigation of the burning death of Mrs. Reeser. Exami- 
nations made by our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are 
treated on a confidential basis, and I am not at liberty to make 
the results public. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 


3 Director 
ae 1 - Ottawa - Enclosure Wh a pay fon 


1 - Foreign Liaison Unit - Enclosure 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. In his incoming, 
L__.-eae that after undergoing severg days of mental tests, he was 
advise aed a doctor that his "mental capaci ue § thus e sceed those of the late 


ka Albert Einstein." In view of the fact that corteebuae {'fnay suffer certain 

la =e aberrations this letter is being sent pa lac laten letterhead. Background 

Callahan information concerning Mrs. Reeser's dea in D.C. Morrell to 
* eet —W Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5/8 64, eer An e Baffling Burning 
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May 23, 1964 


J. Edgar Hoover - addressed. 
Dear Sir: 


It has been reported that the F. B.I. investigated the baffling 
burning death of Mrs. Mary H. Reeser on or about July 2nd, 1951, 
at 1200 Cherry St., Northeast, St. Petersburg, Florida. 


While it would seem absurd to suggest that I might be able 
to contribute anything to a solution of this very mystifying kind of 
occurrence, it is a fact that, about 7 1/2 yrs ago I was told by a 
doctor, after I had undergone several days of mental tests, that my 
mental capacities must exceed those of the late Akért Einstein. 

That doctor's words could only have been a guess, as I was under 
sedation with 'Largactil''.at the time of the tests, which is a sort of 
“emergency brake'’ drugt that slows down all the functions of body, 
mind, memory - everything. The actual I.Q. score, under that 
slowed* down condition, was reported to me as 156. Could it do any 
harm to supply me with full details on the above case? And on any 
Similar cases known to you? . 
Yours, 


Netenine 
. Polson. 
- Bely 
- Mot 
. Casper a? 
. Caliahan. 
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Yourdgtter of September 23rd, regarding the case 
po of Mrs. Mary Hard ser and other similar cases,’ has been 


received. 


In response to your inquiry, the FBI Laboratory 


examined certain evidence in the case of Mrs, Reeser received 
from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist 


him in his investigation of this matter. 


Examinations made by 


our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, how- 
| ever, on a confidential basis and I am not at liberty to make public 
the results of such examinations. I hope you understand my position. 


enjoy reading. 


Pw 


Tolson 
Belmont ———————~ 
Mohr 
Casper 


Callahan The FBI emia so * y\K \e” 
beled CEIAED- Dilteog mn 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. There have 
been numerous citizens' inquiries regarding the magazine article, 
"The Baffling Burning Death'' which appeared in the May, 1964, 
"True Magazine.'' Allan W. Eckert states in this article that he 
talked to the FBI, knowing that we made Laboratory examination 
of the remains of Mrs. Reeser. He was advised of the confidential 
nature of our files and when Eckert asked for a copy of our report 
and the names of the persons who made our examinations, these 
requests were refused. He made a second inquiry for the names 
of our personnel involved in this case both in the field and in the 
Laboratory and was refused a second time. The cases described 
in this article involved deaths wherein humans suddenly burst into 
flames so intense their bodies are reduced to ashes within a few 
minutes, in most cases with little or no scorching of clothing or 
surroundings. Eckert refers to such deaths as being “spontaneous 
human combustion. "' 


Replies to similar inquiries as correspondent ‘makes 
have been answered/Above, and this acknowledgement is deemed 
appropriate for that reason in spite of correspondent's inquiry regarding 
Eckert. (94-3-4-166-230) 
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Sept. 10, 1964 
Washington, La. 


Dear Sir: 


read an article ina True magazine. (Edition of May 1964) This 
article was written by Allan W. Eckert. The name of the article 
was "The Baffling Burning Death."" Mr Eckert said he talked to 
the F.B.I. about the mystery and others concerned. Our class 
would like to have more information on it. Since he talked to you, 
we thought you might know more about it. 


The tent. grade class of Port Barre High School (v 


Please send any information possible. 


Sincerely Yours, 


| B7 
% b7C 
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Your letter dated November ‘10th, requesting information 
concerning the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser or similar types of 
cases, has been received. 


The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in 
connection with Mrs. Reeser's death received from the Chief of 
Police in St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation 
of this matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law 
enforcement agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis, 
and I am not at liberty to make public the results of such examinations. 


Sincerely QUIS,7 
NOV 1.81964 ag 


NOTE: Correspondent is/Aot identifiable in Bufiles. An article 
entitled "The Baffling pig Death" by Allan W. Eckert appeared 
in the May, 1964, issne of\'/True" magazine describing a case 
involving Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser in which her body seemed to 
disappear by ssontsnesas human combustion. The Bureau made 
Laboratory examination of evidence. The magazine story 
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November 10, 


Federal Bureau of Investsgation 
Washington D.C. é 


Dear Sir: 

We have seen in the May 1964 issue of True that the 
Federal Bureau of Investagation has looked into many cases 
of the Burning Death. Is this statement true? Would you 
please forward all information possible on the cases of the 


Burning Death? Thank you for your time. 


Yours truly, 
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Your letter of March 7th, requesting information - ~ : 

concerning the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy Recker oy similar . °°: 
. types of CAEP, has been received. ee ee ae 
oe The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence '. « **’ 


in dennection with Mrs. Roeser's death received from the 5 

Chief of Police in 8t. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in — ; ae 
. his investigation ‘of this matter. Examinations made by our re ae: 

Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, how- 

ever,: on a confidential basis, and Iam not at liberty to make 

public ithe resulta of such examinations. 
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Nr Tolsm | NOTE: An article entitled "The Baffling Burning Death" by 


| Mz. Mohr. | Allan W, Eckert appeared in the May, _ issue of "True": 

Mh Cae | [magazine describing a case involving ary Hardy Reeser in 
Mr. Culy “an FWhich her body seemed to disappear by eee uman 
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My. Conrad... | combustion, The Bureau made Laboratory examination of evidence. 
la ess —— | The magazine story described other similar cases, and above  weply 
has previously been alla to related inquiries. — 
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March 7, 1965 
Dear Sir: 


. I'm a student at De Mille Jr. High School, Long Beach 
Calif. 


A subject came up in our class and I was wondering if 
you help us. This is in connection with our study of Chemestry. 


We have heard of a certain condition where in the past 
a human body has been consumed by some very high tempeture, and the 
surrounding area was not damaged. This particular case a woman 
sitting in a chair watching T.V. and all of a sudden she had burned up 


If you could send me a report of this case or any other 
like this I would be very grateful 


Thank you | 
bb7c 
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Your letter dated November 8th has been received. 


Although I would like to be of service, we have no 
material to send you regarding spontaneous human combustion. 
For your information, the FBI Laboratory examined certain 
evidence in connection with the death of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser, 
which has been said to have been caused by spontaneous human 
combustion, to assist the Chief of Police in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, in his investigation of this matter. Examinations made by 
our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated on a 
confidential basis, however, and I am not at liberty to make public 
the results of such examinations. 


Sincerely yours 
J, Hogar Hoover” v4 yr 
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John Edgar Hoover tt 
Director 
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appeared/in the Ma , 1964, issue of "True" magazine describing a case 
involving Mrs. fMary Hardy eeser in which her body seemed to disappear 
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TRUE COPY 


Nov. 8, 1965 


Dear Sir: 

Iam very interested in spontaneous human 
combustion or SHC. We talked about it in my 8th grade Science 
class. I asked my Science teacher where I could obtain further 


information about SHC. He said probably the FBI. So could you 
please send me all of the information on SHC cases that you have. 


Thanks a million. 
Sincerel . 


b7C 
My address is 


py postmark: 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Your letter dated October 30th, requesting 
information concerning the casé of Mrs. Mary Hardy 
Reeser or similar types of cases, has been received. 
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The FBI Laboratory examined certain 
evidence in connection with Mrs. Reeser's death 
received from the Chief of Police in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this matter. 
Examinations made by our Laboratory for law enforce- 
ment agencies are treated, however, on a confidential 
basis, and I am not at liberty to make public the results 
of such examinations. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Qctober 36, 1965 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

9th St. and Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 
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Recently, I read an article in a past issue of TRUE 
Magazine (May, 1964) entitled "The Baffling Burning Death.” 
is article mentioned that on July 2, 1951, Mrs. Mary 
Hardt iecant died in St. Petersburg, Florida, "from fire, 
with no idea of what caused it.” 


iter 


— 


I have become very interested with this and would be 
very grateful for any information and facts that you could 
give me about this case, if it is at all possible. 


T ama sophmore’ at Penn State University and I am 
working on a personal research project dealing with 
occurrences similar to that which happened to Mrs. Reeser. 
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May I say again that I would be thankful for any 
information that you could give me about this incident 
and any further developments. I can be reached at my 


Sincerely yours, 


NOT RECORDED . 
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Dear[__ z= \y 
Your letter of June 2nd, regarding the case of -, % oo A 
Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser and other similar cases, has been mM on | 
received, ; oS uw ss 
Hae 4 
In response to your inquiry, the FBI Laboratory 3 =F ( } 
examined certain evidence in the case of Mrs. Reeser received 2 a) 


from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist 

him in his investigation of this matter. Examinations made by 

our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, however, 
on a confidential basis and I am not at liberty to make public the 
results of such examinations. I hope you understand my position. 


Enclosed are booklets about the FBI which I hope 
you enjoy reading, ° 


Sincerely yours, 


MAILED 27, 
JUN -8 1965 


COMM.-FBI 
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The Story ofthe FBI - . By 
Fingerprint Identification 
. The FBI Laboratory | ; ~ 
NOTE: Correspondent is-not: identifiable in Bufiles. D.C. Morrell to 
Mr. DeLoach Memo dated 5-8-64 captioned" 'The Baffling Burning Death," by > 
Allan W. Eckert, .'Trué Magazine,' May, 1964," points out that the Laboratory: 
made examination: of certain evidence in Mrs. Reeser's case, a death in i 
JUBich @Bbiuy of the victim seemed to have been destroyed by fire within a 


{ 
matter of a short time. Above reply has been given to prior related inquiries. 
WAM: mel (3) anef : \ 
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June 2, 1965 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear sir: [ 

I would like verification/ of the validity of an article 
in the May 14964 issue of True, the man's magazine. ‘this is 
the article; "The Baffling Burning Death." It was stated 


eesere 


that the F.B.I. did extensive at a one of these cases, this 
a een 


being the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy 


This material is needed for a Biology research paper. 
i would appreciate these verifying facts and any additional. 
material which may be obtained on this subject. 


Very truly yours, GS=uIIA- 
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Reference is made to your letter dated January 13, 1971, 
xvequesting information concerning the death of Mary Reeser. 


in response to your inguiry regarding this case, 
0 wish to advise that the PBI Laboratory examined certain 
evidence in connection with the death of Mary Reeser. That 
evidence was xecdived from the Chiez of Police, St. Petersburg, 
ot who xequssted our assistance in his iavestigation of tho 
athe 


ve are sure you will understand that examinations 
made by the TSE Laboratory are treated on a confidential basis, 
and that we are not at liberty to make public the results of 
such @xaninations. I&2 you have not already done so, it is 
sugsested that you may wish to communicate with the Chiezs of 
Police, St. retersburg, Plorida, for the information which 
you requested. 


The enclosure te your letter has been retained by 


UB. 
Z trust that tho above ingornation will he ah yt 
holpiur Caress — | ren OY 
y : YR NY 
JJAN261971 |  Séncerely yours, YAN 


2 COMM-FBI 7" | J. Edgar Hoover 
John Edgax Hoover” , 
¥ Director | . 


1 — Denver (with copy of incoming letter and its enclosure) 
NOTE: Correspondent not identified in Bureau indices, 

VF The death of Mary Reeser apparently by fire in her apartment, 
f pate characterized in an ereexates account(True Magazine, May, 
; ; eee eT rning Death." 
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13 January 1971 


a 


Federal Bureau of Investigation G 7 
9th St. and Pennsylvania Avenue r 
Washington, D. C. eg 


Gentlemen: ; 


We are engaged in research on the rather mysterious phenomenon of 
ball lightning. Recently I received the enclosed letter concerning an 
unusual cremation case that occurred in Dublin, Eire. 


I have read in a pulp paper magazine that a similar case occurred 
in the summer (June or ayly) 


of 1951 in St. Petersburg, Florida. An 


elderly woman named Mary: Reeser, was cremated under similar circumstances. ( 
It was also mentioned that your Bureau investigated this case. If your 
report is still available, we would greatly appreciate receiving a copy. 
Sincerely yours, 
[vf 7 
Encl. ° - Ln . a 
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A Laboratory of the National Center for Atmospheric Research 


Operated by the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (by HY / 4 


Under Contract with the National Science Foundation 
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10th January 1971. 


Gentlemen, 


I have just seen your paper in Nature (228, 545, 1970) 
entitled "Is Ball Lightning a Nuclear Phenomenon?" I am an Irish 
Biochemist on leave of absence from[_—C—CCCC—CC—C and 
at present in I have been interested in 
Ball Lightning for some years since reading of it in the literature 
and wish to relate an incident that occurred in Dublin, Ireland, 
last year, that might be of interest to you. 


The following account is based on a Coroner's report of 
an inquest held into the death of a woman in her apartment in 
Dublin under mysterious circumstances. 


A neighbour had left the woman who was somewhat elderly and 
infirm the afternoon preceding her death. On the following day the 
neighbour called back to the apartment and on receiving no reply 
assumed that something was amiss, and called the police. 


On entering the apartment the police found no hohas of the 
woman except for a charred pair of ankles remaining in ja pair of 
shoes. The one striking feature of the scene of the accident was 
the restriction of the sifigs of intense heat to the pldce where 
the woman had been sitting. There was no charring of the carpet, 
curtains or paintwork on the walls of the room. The television set 
was some six feet away from the woman and its plastic screen was 
undamaged. 


That the woman was exposed to some intense localised energy 
source was apparent by the fact that her body lipids had been 
vapourised and were spattered around the walls of the room. The 
Coroner returned a verdict that death was accidental and of unknown 
causes. The police technical experts and pathologists could not 
advance any cause of death. Lightning was a as there was 
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continued..... -2- 10th January 1971. 


x 


Te 


no thunder and lightning reported for the area by the Meteorological — 
Office, and by the fact‘that the neighbours had not seen or heard 
any unusual noise in the locality on that day. 


I,wrote to the Coroner putting forward my theory that death sas 
was probably due to ball lightning, but he did not acknowledge my 
letter, assuming no doubt that I was some crank. I would be grateful 
to hear your comments on the incident. 


Yours sincerely, 


b6 
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Dear[ | 


Your letter of Gepterber 21, 1973, addressed to 
Attorney Goneral Richardson, has been referred to me. 


9 vf She FBI did not conduct any investigation concern~ 
_ing the Geath of lirs. Nary Mardy Reeser; hayvaver, in line 
with long standing FEI policy of providing cooperative sexvices 
to othar law enforcenent agencies, the FRET Laboratory examined 
certain evidence received from the Chief of Police in 
Sk. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation 
of this matter. The evidence and results of the PBI exanina-~ ee 
tien vera returned to the submitting agency. AN 


inaanuck ag this ratter was investiaated by the 
&k. Petersburg Police Department, and since they would be in 
possession of the criginal decurents pertaining to the 
Reeser investication, it is suggested that you contact that 
~ © agency for any assistance it richt be akle to provide. - ~*~ 


Sincerely yours, 


C. M. Kelley 


Clarence %, Kelley 
-*Bixector 


re, 

U 
1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure (bern 
2 - Tampa - Enclosures (2) 

Attention SAC: herewith are copies of a request 
received éron[ | pertaining to death by fire of 
Mary Hardy Reeser in 1951. Bufile 95-41192 reveals that 
her death received wide publicity in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, in the early 1950s, due to the unusual nature 
_ thereof. Her file contains a copy of the results of FBI 
Lab examination and miscellaneous correspondence request- 
ing information regarding her death. Tampa is requested 
9 advise the Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Florida, of 
rrespondent's request and our reply. In addition, inforn 
that the FBI has no objections to the release of results 
BI exami pen if this is consistent with the policy of 


oy é‘ 
i COPY DESIGNATIONS CONTINUED AND NOTE PAGE TWO 


‘TELETYPE UNIT cm eg pers 


1 _ (Attention: [.__] - Enclosures (3) 
1 ~- Bufile 62-115530 (FOI REPLIES) ; 


NOTE: Bufiles contain neither information identifiable with . 
correspondent nor any indication that the FBI directed the 
correspondent to write to the AG. Reply coordinated with 
Division 7. In addition, Mr. Malcolm D. Hawk, Special 
Assistant to the orney General, agreed that referral to the 
St. Petersburg PD would be an appropriate response to 
correspondent's request. , 
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Director, 


ecords regarding the unusual death of Mrs. Mary Hardy 
e f St. Petersburg, Florida in Juty, 1951: 


= 
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me 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


From : Malcolm D. Hawk — - ; aN 
Special Assistant to the WN 
Deputy Attorney General 


supject: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST - 


Enclosed herewith is a request for access to the FBI 


Pursuant to 28 CFR-S 16.5 which took effect on March 
1, 1973, the head of the responsible division shall, within 
10 working days, either comply-with or deny a request for 
records unless additional time is required. , 


In cases where additional time is required the re- 
quester should be notified of the reasons for the time ex- 
tension, which should not exceed 10 additional working days. 
An extension of time in excess of 10 additional working days 


> 
S 
requires the approval of the Deputy Attorney General. a 
Copies of all acknowledgements and responses to the re- S 
IN 
q 
NN 


quester should be forwarded to the office of the Deputy 
Attorney General. ‘ t 
A 
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Mr. Eliot Richardson, i te 
The Attorney General, =o 
10th & Constitution, Sra — 
Washington, DC 20530 Sse a 
: 24 <2 
Dear Sirs 2 =e 
I have been directed by the Federal Bureau of oS 


Investigation to write to you for permission to look into 

= -~ftheir records regarding the unusual death of Mrs. Mary 
Hardy Reeser of St. Petersburg, Florida in the early part 
of July, 1951. As the F.B.I. records are maintained as 
confidential records, I will give you the particulars in 
my request for your permission. 


Some of my personal interests revolve about the 
unusual and bizarre phenomena encountered in science. Such 
topics as UFOs, teleportation, monsters, etc. are but a few 
that interest me. I have been actively involved with the 
Society for the Investigation of the Unexplained (S.I.T.U.) 
in Columbia, N.J. (a non-profit, tax exempt organization) 
and the International Fortean Organization (INFO) of 
Arlington, Va. which publish journals upon reports of such 
phenomena and their investigation. The death of Mrs. Reeser 
fits into such phenomena as it does not seem to be able 
to be explained in terms of modern science. 


Much of the literature upon these phenomena are 


of a highly speculative, and frequently fictitious, nature. ° 


Various accounts of the same incident frequently differ in 
details and documentation is rare. Thus, when I care to 
look into such a case, I prefer to utilize the most 
thoroughly documented material available. The case of ~ 
Mrs. Reeser is the only one which seems to have been 
investigated by professional, forensic scientists. 


Recently, I conducted an investigation into the 
disappearence of six aircraft off Florida on December 5, 19 
I had read dozens of stories, alledgedly documented, of this 

r incident; but all of them differed in relating the radio 

conversations held with the various aircraft before their 
disappearence. I went through. the records of the investigati 


45, 


on 


conducted by the U.S. Navy and reconstructed those conversations 


for the first time from the testimony given at the 
investigation and radio logs made by five stations. None of 
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the earlier versions gave an accurate account of the radio 
conversations, and my later investigation discounts much 
of the speculative mystery of the incident and uncovered 
the true mystery that has yet to be answered. The results 
of my investigation may be published in a future issue of 
"Pursuit", the journal ‘of S.I.7T.U. 


Mrs. Reeser is one of about fifty cases I have 
taken note of in what is termed "spontaneous human combustion". 
People seemingly burst into flame and are sometimes consumed 
until turned to a small mass of charred bone and ash. The 
nature of this combustion is most puzzling not only in its 
origin but in that objects nearby seem unaffected by what 
would have to be extreme temperatures involved. The details 
of this case also vary in the literature upon the subject; 
thus, the findings of the F.B.I. investigation into the 
matter, as called for by Police Chief J.R. Reichert of 
St. Petersburg, would be of enormous value. 


There are three problems in this case that are 
of considerable importance: the greasy soot that filled the 
room when first entered, the alledged shrinkage of the 
skull, and the condition of the intact foot left unconsumed. 
The analysis of these items and their alledged occurence 
pose the most important questions of whether Mrs. Reeser 
was consumed by a normal process of combustion or by some 
preter-natural process not yet understood. 


If granted permission to inspect the F.B.I. records 
on this case, I would try to see which direction the evidence - 
points towards and the actual details of the incident. I would 
like to have my findings published, and would be glad to 
oblige you with a copy of such an article before publication 
to assure you that no confidentiality is violated in 
ane to the legal Seenens of the case or the involvement 
(o) e F,B.I. 


Your permission and advice on such an investigation 
by myself would be most welcome. I shall eagerly await your 
response, 


Very truly yours, 


SF: sf 


